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PREFACE. 


"ZE Celebrating the Prajfes of the Dead, is an Argument fo 
. worn out by long and 'frequeut uſe; and now become ſo nan- 
_ wi  ſeous, by the flattery that uſually attends it , that it is no 
wonder if Funeral Orations, or Panegiricks, are more confidered 
for the Elegancy of Style, and fneneſs of Wit, than for the Autho- 
rity they. carry with them as to the truth of matters of Fat." * And 
yet I am not hereby deterred from medling with this kind of Arqu- 
went, yor from handling it with all the plainneſs I can : delivering on- 
ly what [ my ſelf heard and ſaw, without any borrowed Ornament. 
{ to eafily foreſee how many will be engaged for, the ſupport of their 
Impiots Maxims and Immoral Praftices, to difparage what I am t» 


write.” Others will cexfare it , becauſe it comes from one of my Pro-- 


ſeſſion , . too many ſuppoſing us to be induced , to frame ſuch Diſcourſes 
for carrying on what they are pleaſed to call Our Trade. ' Some 
will think 7 dreſs it 4þ;.too artificially , and others, that I preſent it 
$09 plain audl naked. M\ UV A [LE IINGES INNS Big 

\ "Buy Leing reſobved to govern my felf by the exat#-Rntes of Truth ; 
YL: fpall. ke leſs concernedion the Cenſures I may fall under. Tt may 
yeem liable to great Exception, rhat 1 ſhould diſclofe ſo many things, 
thet\ vere diſcevered. to me , i210t under the Seal of - Confeſſion," yet 
tder the. confidente of. Friendfbid;; \Baut this Noble Lord himſelf not 
eply releaſed me from all obligation of this kind, when I waited on 
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'The:7 face. 


him in his laſt Sickneſs, a few days before he died , but gave it me 
in Charge not to ſpare him in any thing which I thought might be of 
uſe to the Living; and was not ill pleaſed to be laid opett;. as well 
in the worſt as in the beſt and laſt part of his Life, being ſo fmcere in 
his Repentance , that he was not unwilling to take ſhame to himſelf, 
by ſuffering his Faults to be expoſed for the benefit of others. 

I write with one great diſadvantage, that I cannot reach his 
chief Deſign , without mentioning ſome of his Faults : But I have 
touched them as tenderly as the Occaſion would bear : and I am 
ſure with much more ſoftneſs than he defired or would have con- 
ſented unto, had I told him how T intended to manage this part. 
T have related nothing with perſonal refleftions on any others, con- 
cerned with him , wiſhing rather that they themſelves reflettin 
on the ſenſe he had of his former Diſorders , may be thereby led to 
forſake their own ; than that they ſhould be any ways Reproach d 
by what I write: and therefore though he uſed very few Reſerves 
with me , as to his courſe of Life , yet fince others had a ſhare- in 
moſt parts of it , I ſhall relate nothing but what more immediately 
concerned himſelf: and (hall ſay no more of his Faults, that" is ne- 
ceſſary to illuſtrate his Repentance. - 

The Occaſion that led me into ſo particular a knowledge of him, 
was an intimation given me by a Gentleman of his acquaintance , of 
his defire to ſee me., This was ſometime in October, 1679.- when 
he was ſlowly recovering out of a great Diſeaſe. "He had untlerſtood 
that I often attended on one well known -to him , that died the Sum- 
mer befbre ; He was alſo then entertaining himſelf in that low ſtate 
of his health, with the firſt part of the Hiſtory of the Reformarion 
then newly come out , with which he ſeemed not ill pleaſed : and 
we had accidentally met in two or three places ſometime before. Theſe 
were the Motives that led him to call for my Company. After 1 
had waited on him once or twice, he grewNwto that freedom with 
me, as to. open to me all his thoughts"; both 'of Religion ' and 
Morality : and to. give me a full view of his paſt life+ antl ſeem- 
ed not uneaſie at my frequent Viſits. $0" till he went from _ 
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The Prelare: 
don ,..whjch was iu, the beginning. of.;Apuly Iganted.con Lim oft- 


en.\,', As ſoon as T heard howg{{ he was., and how\nuch he was touched. 
with the ſenſe of his former life , I writ to, him, aud. recerved from 
him an Anſwer, that , without my knowledge, was Printed, fince. 
his Death; from a Copy which one of his Servants conveyed to the 
Preſs. © In zt there is ſo undeſerveda Value put on me,. that it\ had 
been very indecent for me to have. publiſht, its \Jetxtbat muſt be. 
attributed to his Civility. and way of breedigg +; \ and indeed he'\ was 


particularly known . to ſo few of the.Clergie ,\ that, #he good Opinion 


\ 


he had of me., - is to: be. imputed only. to . his. unacqua 
others..... MY 


AED bo. wh EET DK TR IT TIED 
. My, end of, Writing is ſo to diſcharge the laft gt; this 
Sf ſe 


mance with 


Lord\ left \en, me ,.as that , it may be. effettual to-awa who 
rin. on - t@-althe exceſſes of Riot ; ayd, thatin_the mid(t. of thoſe 
heats ,. whixh their Luſts.aud Paſſions. raiſe in'them. they. may' be a 
little. wrought. on by;;o great an Inſtance, of One;who fad ruy,round 
the whole Tircle of Luxury; and as Solomon ſays, of. himſelf, 
Whatſoever his Eyes deſired , he kept it not from them ; 
and withheld his Heart from no Joy. But when he looked back 
on all that on which he had waſted his Time and Strength , he 
eſteemed it Vanity and Vexation of Spirit : though he bad both 
as much natural Wit, and as much acquired by Learning, and both as 
"mth tmproved with thinking ant ftady, as perhaps -any Erhertine of 
the Age. Tet when he reflected on all his former Courſes, even before 
his Mind was illuminated with better thoughts, he counted them 
madneſs and folly. But when the Powers of Religion came to operate 
ig my then he added a deteſtation to the Contempt he formerly 

ad of them , ſuitable to what became a ſincere Penitent , and 
expreſſed himſelf in ſo clear and ſo calm a manner , ſo ſenſible of 
his Failings towards his Maker and his Redeemer, that as it 
wrought not a little on thoſe that were about him ; So T hope, the 
making tit - Publiek may - have a more - general --Influenee, - chiefly 
on thoſe on whom his former Converſation might have had ill Ef 
fects. | 

LT have endeavoured to give his Charatter as fully as 7 could 


take 


The Preface. 
take * 3's for” 7 who ſat him ouly in one tight, in a ſedate- and 


. quiet temper , when ie was under a great decuy © Mm trength and loſs 


of Spirits,” came give his Pittare with that |  ndvantage 
that others may, who knew him when his Parts were more bright 
and lively : Tet the C ompoſare he was then in , may perhaps be 'ſup- 
Piſer to Lat Hance any abatement of his uſual Vigowr which the declina- 
tron of bis: Health brought him ander. T have written this Dif- 
courſe with as much Care, "nnd have confidered it as narrowly as 
T could. I am ſure I have ſaid nothing but Truth; Thave tone it 
ſlowly, and often uſed my ſecond” thoughts* in” it , not "bei g ſo much 
concerned in Fi Cenſures mi g'! fall on my Y tf p C _ = 
nothing ng" ſhoulrl pa that might obſtru? my only defrtn of wiiting ,iphich 
is the 5 on Leah F can: age the refo 4 - Nees" 0 pA ay bod we 
And ifYach a Signal Tufamce concurring, with all the Evidence that 
we have for onr moſt oty Faith, has no effeft on thoſe ho are -run- 
ning the ſame PT. it is much to be feared WY: ore # *p* ro 
a reprobate FD | 
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| Earlof (ROCHESTER) [= 107: Ro 


R achefter , but bet! kao 
Lord Wilmot, 'who He ® FM a part 1n all the 


late Wars, that mention is.often made of him in 


Anno Dow. 1648 . his aft Abs gt 
oy WE To c 


'Þ OY mY " * nour of the peeſertathy of his s Majeſty that now 
br | Reigns, after "Worceſter Fight, and the onveyin him from Place - 
» | ro Place, till he happily eſcaped into France 5 Fur iVing'Þ cfore the 


King's Return, he left his Son little other Inheritance but the Ho- 
no nour and Title derived to him with the  pretcnfions ſuch eminent 
Ls Serviees oave him'to the” Kings Tayour : TD eſe were careſu!!y y m@- 
| naged by the * ofeat prudence and” diſcretion. "of. his Mother , a 

= Daughter of i Noble 'and ancient Family c of the” S7. Foabns of 

\ Wiltſhire, ſo that his Education was carried! on in in all things ſutably 


of. ig 3 


© the Hiſtory : And had the chief ſhare in the Ho-- 


ro his Quality. When. 


——— — Cm co AD 


\2 Some Paſſages of the Life and Death 
.. When he was at. School he was an extraordinary-Proficient at 


is Book: and thoſe ſhining parts which have fſince-appeared. with 
ſo much luſtre; began then to ſhew themſelves: He acquired the 
Latin to fucly perfe&ion, tlft'to his dying-day he retained a great 
—_ of the fincneſs and Beauty of that Tongue: and was exactly 
yeried wr 


ſpection, he was committed to the mo 
Phineas Berry , a Fellow of Wadham Colledpe, a very learned and 
gong natured min; whom he afterwards eyer uſed with much re- 
j 


time , WI 


C 1 rable Authours'.that  wgit about Augdſites's 

yigm | Þ often with that pecutfar delight which-the 
greateſt. Wits habe- &er fond in thoſe Studies. = 

When he went to the 2#verfity the General Joy which over-ran 


the whole Nation upon his Majeſties Reſtauration , but was not re- 


gulated with that Sobriety and Temperance, that became a ſerious 
pay to God for ſo great a Blefling, produced ſome ot it's ill et- 

ects on him: He began to love theſe diſorders too much; His Tu- 
tor was that nn and Pious DivinggDr. . Blauford; afterwards 


promoted tathe Sees of Oxford and Weeds: And under his In- 
immcdiate care of Mr. 


>ect, and rewarded him as became a great man. But the hutmour 
of that time wrought ſo muchon him, that he broke off rhe Courſe of 


” M - 


his Studies; to which no means could ever cftecu ally zecalt him); till 
"heh he was in 77aly his Governour Dr. Balfour alearned and worthy 
Tran, ' ri6w a Celebrated Phyſitian in Scorlang his Native Country; 
dey him to read fuch Books, as were molt likely to bring him back 


ro love Learning and Study: and often acknowledged to me, in 


particular three days before his Death, how nmeh he was* b- 


liged to Love-and Honour this his Govyernour, to whom he 


thought he owed more than to all the World , next after his Pa- 
rents , for his great Fidelity and Care of him , while he was under 


his truſt. But no'part of it affe&ted him more ſenſible, than that he 
engaoed him by many tricks ( ſo he expreſſed ir) to delight in 


Books and reading; So that ever after he took occaſion in the In- 


rervals. of thoſe woful Extravagances that conſumed moſt of his 


time to read much: and though the time was. generally bur indit- 


ferently employed, for the choice of the Subyects of his Studies was 
not 


of John Garl.of. Rocheſter, 3 


not always good, yet the habitual Love of knowledge together 
with theſe fits of ſtudy, had much awakened his underſtanding, 
and prepared him for better things, when his mind ſhould be fo 
far changed as to relliſh them. | | 
He came from his Travels in the 18h. Year of his Age, and 
appeared at Court with as great Advantage as moſt ever had. He 
was a Graceful and wel-ſhaped perſon , tall and wellmade , if not 
a little roo ſlender: He was exactly well bread, and what by a mo- 
deſt behaviour naturalto him, what by a Civility become almoſt as 
natural, his Converſation was eafie andobliging. He had a ſtrange 
Vivacity of thought, and vigour of expreſſion : His Wit had a fu 
tility and ſublimity both, that were ſcarce imitable. His Stile was 


clear and ſtrong: When he uſed Figures they werevery lively, and 


yet far enough out of the Common Road; He had made himſelf 
Maſter of the Antient and Modern Wit, and of the Modern French 
and alia as well as the Engliſh. He loved to talk and write of 
Speculative Matters, and did it with ſo fine a thread, that even thoſe 
who hated the Subjects that his Fancy ran upon, yet could not but 
be charmed with his way of treating of them. Boileax among the 
French , and Cowley among the Engliſh Wits, were thoſe he admi- 
red moſt. Sometimes other mens thoughts mixed with his Compo- 
ſures, but that flowed rather from the Impreſſions they made on 
him when heiread them, by which they came to return upon, him 
as his owh thoughts ; than that he ſeryilely copied from any. For 
tew men ever had a boulder flight of fancy, more ſteddily govern- 
ed by Judgment than he had. No wonder a young man ſo made, 
and ſo improved was very acceptable in a Court. 
Soon atter his coming thither he laid hold on the fixft Occalion 
that offered to ſhew his readineſs to hazard his life in the. Defence 
and Service of his Country. In Wiater 1665. he went with the Earl 
of Sandwich to Sea, whenhe was ſent to lic for the Dutch Eaſt-Tnda 
Fleet and was in the Revenge, Commanded by Sir Thomas, 7:dd;- 
man , When the Attack was made on the Port of Bergey in, Norway, 
the Dutch Ships having got into that Pore. It was as deſperate an 
Attempt as ever was made : during the whole Action the Earl of 
B Rs 


4 Some Paſſages of the Tift and'Death 
Rocheſter ſhewed as brave and as reſolntea Courage as was poflible: 
A Perlon of Honour told me he heard the Lord Clifford, who was 
in the ſame Ship , often magnifie his Courage at that time very 
highly. Nor did the Rigours of the Seaſon, the hardneſs of the Voy- 
age, and the extream danger he had been in, deter him from run- 
ning the like on the very next Occaſion; For the Summer following 
he went. to Sea again, without communicating his deſign to his 
neareſt Relations. He went aboard the Ship Ovrnnianed by Sir 
Edward Spragge the day before the great Sea-fight of that Year : 
Almoſt all the Volunteers that were in the ſame Ship were killed. 
Mr.Middleton (brother to Sir Hugh Middleton) was ſhot in hisArms. 
During the Action, Sir Edward Spragge not being ſatisfied with 
clic behaviour of one of the Captains could not cafily find 4'Perfon 
chat would chearfully venture through ſomuch danger,'ro carry his 
Commands to that Captain. This Lord offered himſelf to the Ser- 
vices and went in a little Boat through all rhe ſhot, and delivered 
his Meſſage, and returned back to Sir Edward; which was much 
commended by all that faw it. He thought ir neceſfary to begin his 
life with theſe Demonſtrations of his Courage in an Element and 
way of fighting , which is acknowledged to be the greateſt tryal of 
clear and undaunted Valour. 

He had ſo entirely laid down the Intemperance that was grow- 
ing on him before his Travels, that at his Return he hated no- 
thing more. Bur falling into company thar loved theſe Exceſſes , 
he was, though not without difficulty ; and by many ſteps, 
brought back to it again. And the natural heat of his fancy, being 
inflamed by Winc , made him ſo extravagantly pleaſant', that ma- 
ny to be morediverted by that humor ſtudied to engage him deep- 
er and deeperin Intemperance : whith ar length did fo entirely fub- 
due him; that , as he told me, for five years together he was conti- 
nually Drunk : nor all the while under the viſible effect of it, bur 
his blagd was fo inflamed , that he was not in all that time cool 
enous 10 be perfectly Maſter of himſelf. This led him tofay and 
do many wild and'unaccountable things : By this, he faid, he had 
broke the firm conſtitution of his health, that ſeemed fo ron : 

that 


of John'Earl of Rocheſter, - 5 
that nothing was too hard for it; and he had ſuffered fo much in 
his Reputation, that he almoſt diſpaired to recover it. Therc were 
two principles in his natural temper, that being heighten'd by that 
heat carryed him to great as” Ty a violent love of Pleaſure, and 
a diſpoſition to extravagant Mirth. The one involved him in great 
ſenſuality: the other led him to many odd Adventures and Frol- 
licks, in which he was oft in hazard of his Life. The one being the 
fame irregular appetite in his Mind, that the other was in his-Bo- 
dy, which made himthink-nothing diverting that was not extra- 
vagant. And though iticold blood he was a generous and good na- 
rured man, yer he'would go far in his heats, atter any thing that 
might turn to a Jeſt or matter of Diverſion : He faid to me, He 
never improved his Intereft at Court, to do a premeditate Mit 
chiet to other perſons. "Yet he laid out his Wit very freely in Lz- 
bels and Satyrs, in whicli he had a peculiar Talent of mixing his 
Wir with his Malice, and fitting both with fuch apt words, that 
Men were tempted to be pleaſed with them : from thence his Com- 
poſures came to be cafily known , for few had ſuch a way of tem- 
pering theſe together as he had; So that when any thing extraor- 
dinary that way came out , as a Child is fathered ſometimes by its 
Reſemblance, ſo was it laid at his Door as its Parent and Author. 

Theſe exerciſes in the Courſe of his lite were not always equally 
pleafant to him ; he had often ſad Intervals and fevere Refleftions 
on them - and though then he had nottheſe awakened inrhim from 
ay deep Principle of Religion, yet the horrour that Nature rai- 
ſed in him, eſpecially in ſome Sickneffes , made him too eafie to 
receive ſome ill Principles, which others endeavoured to poſſeſs him 
with; ſo that he was too'ſoon brought to ſer Himifelf to ſecure, 
and fortific his Mind: ak chat, By diſpoſſefſing it all he could of 
the'belicfor 'appretienſions'of Religion. The Licentiouſneſs of his 
temper; with the briskneſs'of his Wit , diſpoſed him to love the 
Converſation of thoſe who divided their time berween lewd A&i- 


on and'irtegular Mirth. And fo he came” to bend his Wit , and 


dirc&t* his Studies'and Endeavotits to ſupport andNtrengthen thele 
ill Prihciples both in himſelf and others. | 
B2 At 
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6 Some Paſſages of the Life and-Death 

An accident fell out after this , which confirmed him more in 
theſe Courſes: when he went to Sea in the Year 1665 , there hap- 
pened to be in the ſame Ship with him Mr. Mountagae and ano- 
ther Gentleman of Quality, theſe two, the tormer eſpecially, ſeem- 


ed perſwaded that they ſhould never return into England. Mr. 


Mountague ſaid , He was ſure of it: the other was not fo poſitive. 
The Earl of Rocheſter , and the laſt of theſe, entred into a formal 
Engagement, not withouc Ceremonies of Religion, that if either of 
them died, he ſhould appear, and give the other notice of the future 
State, if there was any. But Mr. Montague would not enter in- 
to the Bond. When the day came that they thought to have. taken 
the Dutch-Fleet in the Port of Bergen. Mr. Mountague though he had 
fuch a ſtrong Preſage in his mind of his ———_— death, yet he 
generouſly. ſtaid al the while in the place of greateſt danger: The 
other Geneleman ſignalized his Courage in'a moſt undaunted man- 
ner, till near the end of the Adtion; when he fell on a ſudden in- 
to ſuch a trembling that he could ſcarce ſtand: and Mr. Mouxtague 
going to him to hold him up , as they were in each others Arms 
a Cannon Ball killed him outright, and carried away Mr. Mounta- 
gze's Belly , fo that he died within an hour after. 'The Earl of Ro- 


| cheſter told me that theſe prefages they had in their minds made 


ſome impreſſion on him, that there were” ſeparated Beings : and 
that the Soul cjther by a natural ſagacity, or ſome ſecret Notice 
communicated to it , had a ſort of Divination: But that Gentlemans 
never appearing, was a great ſnarc to him, during the reſt of hus lite. 
Though when he told me this, he could not but acknowledge, it 
was an. unreaſonable thing for him, to think, that Beings in ano- 
ther State were not under ſuch Laws and Limits , that they coul, 
not command their own motions, bur as the Supream Pow -F. INOWLG 
order them: andthatone who had ſo corrupted the Natural Principle 
of 'Truth, as he had, had noreaſon to expett that fuch anextzao. 5 
nary thing ſhould be done for his Conviction, GNI Wi 

He told me of another odd Prefage that one had of, his.approach- 
ing Death in the Lady Warre , his Mother in Laws .houle::;The 
Chaplain had dream'd that ſuch a day heſhould die , but heing by 


all 


dhe DE ——_— _w _"— Ld 


all the Family put: out of the belicf of it, he had almoſt: forgor it? 
till the Evening; before at Supper , there being Thirteen at Table ; 
according to-a fond conceit that one of theſe muſt ſoon die,” One 
of the young Ladies pointed to him , that hei was td-die,' He 
remembring his Dream fell-into ſome diſorder , andthe | Lady 
Warre reproving him for his Superſtition , he ſaid, He:was coi 
dent he was to die before Morning , but he being in perieCt health, 
it was not much minded, It was Saterday-Night , and he was; to 
Preach next day. He. went tohis. Chamber and-ſate!uplate, as 
appeared by the burning of his Candle, and he had been, preparing 
his Notes for his Sermon , but was found dead in his Bed the next 
Morning : Theſe things he faid made him-inclined-to:belieye,, the 
Soul was, a ſubſtance. diftitxt from matter : and this. oftenreturn- 
ed into his thoughts. But that , which d peniecies his pexfwaſion a: 
bout it, was, that in the Sickneſs which brought hint {@-near death 
before I firſt knew him, when his Spirits were ſo. low-and ſpent, 
that he could not move nor ſtir, and he did- not 'think't, to! live 
an hour; He faid, His reaſon and, Judgment. were; ſo ,ckar;and 
ſtrong, that from thence he, was fully: perſwaded that: Death; was 
not the ſpending or diſſolution of the Soul ; but only. the ſepara- 
tion of it from matter. He had in that. Sickneſs; great Remorlſes 
for his paſt Life, but he afterwards told me, They 'were rather 
general, and dark: Horrouts , than any, Convictians! of {inning a 
gainſt God. He was foxry. he had-lived-Joras'to.walt. his ftxenpth 
1o:ſoon, or:that-he,bad broughe fuch an ill aame;upon himielt, and 
had an Agony in his Mind about it, which:ho knew: not well how 
tg,exprels:;Bur at ſuch times,,, though he complied with his Eniends 


fn ſufleging,Pivincs to be {cnt for , he faid,, He had pp great ming 
&at4 4nd That it,was bur a, piece of his bregding ita. defire them 
t6.-pray, by him, in which, he joyned. litclq,] AE; on > oadt 
-- As to the Supream Being, he had/always faxze Impreſſion, otone;: 


and profeſſed-otten to me , That he had,;agyer kown,'an,cntire 
;Atheift , who; tuily believed; there yas naGog,,, Yer when, he &x- 
Plajned Is Notion of tis Being, 4, atnouphed £0, 0 more. tiny a 
vaſt power-, that had. aane'of the, Afgabutes; of Goodacls oe 
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y Some paſſages of the Tife atid Death 


Juſtice, we aſcribe to the Deity : Theſe were his thoughts about Re- 

ligion, as himſelf rold'me. For Morality, he freely own'd to me, that 

though he talked of it, as a fine thing, yet this was onely becauſe 

he thought ita'decent way of ſpeaking, ahd that as they went al- 

þ <4 in'Cloaths, though in their Frollicks they would have cho- 

en ſometimes to have gone naked, if they had not feared the peo- 

ple: So though ſome of them found it neceſſary tor humane lite 

to talke of Morality , yet he confeficd they cared not for it , fur- 

cher then'the reputation of it was neceſſary tor their credit, and at- 

fairs : of which he gave'me many Inſtances ;'as 'rheir 'profeſfing 

and ſwearing Ftiend{hip , Where they hated mortally; their Oaths 
and Imprications in their Addrefles tro Women which they intend- 
edinever to'make-pood ; the pleafure-they took in defaming inno- 

cert Perſons; and ſpreading fie Reports:of ſome, perhaps in Re- 
veiipe ;/becaufs'they-could not engage them'ro comply with their 
ill Deſighs: "The delight they had in making people quarrel; their 
uryuſt uſage'v{ their Creditors, and putting them oft by any de- 
ceitul-Promiſe they eould'inyent, that might deliver them from 
preſent Inmiportanity. So that in deteſtation of theſe Courſes he 
would often. brake forth into ſuch hard Expreſſions concetning 
himſelf as would be indecent for another to repeat. 

\ Such had been his Principles and Practices im a Courſe of many 
yeats'which had-almoſt quite exringuiſſe the hatural Propenſities 
m him to Juſtice and Vertue : He would 'often go'into the Coun: 
ry , and be for ſome moriths 'whelly' imployed ir'Study ,"or the 
Salliesof his Wit: Which he came to direct chiefly t6'Sary#e. And 
this he often defended to me; by ſaying there were-ſome people 
that' could not be kept in Order,'or admoniſhed- but 1 thisway*®1 
Feplicd, Thitir might be granted that a grave wa / of Satyrea was 
ſomerimes no imprefitable way of'Reproof. Vet they wh6'uſedir 
only our" of ſpite, and mixed Lyes with Truth , ſparing nothing 
that might adorn' their Poems , or gratific their Revenge , could 
not excuſe that way” of Reproach ,' by which the Inhocent often 
taffer :?Tince the mot malfciotis rhings, if wittily ex refled;-might 
Dick” ro/and Blemiſh the bementin rhe World; and- the malice of 


a 
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'bf /jobn' Eatl bfRochefter. 22 9%; 
a Libel could hardly conſiſt with rhe Charity of: an" Admonitiort. 
To this he anſwered, A man could not write with Life , uſes he 
were heated by. Revenge : For to. make-a Satyre iwithoue' Reſerts- 
ments , upon the cold Notions ary £4 WAS 28GF''s tdh 
would in cold blood, cut mens throats who tad neves offended 
him: And he faid,, The-lyes in theſe-Libels came often-in/as/Or- 
naments:that could not be ſpared without ſpoiling the beauty*-6ft 
the Poem. 03. Sf, 6: V4 42013 no T59t! F 
For his other. Studies,, they were-dividedberweer 'the' Com 
cal and witty Writings of the Antient 4nd Moderns;*the Rami: 
Authors, and Books of Phyſick-:' which the il:ftate of heh he 
was fallen into , made more-neceſlary to himſelf: and which*qut- 
liftd him for an add. advenrure;, which I'ſhalt bur juſt meth 
Being under an. unlucky Abeidenr , which obliged hint to keep, bttt 
of the way; He diſguiſed himſelf, ſo'that his neareſt Frietids could 
not have known him , and ſer- up- in Tower-/tree? 'for ati ralran 
Mountebank , where he practiſed Phyſick for ſome Weeks fiot with-' 
out ſucceſs. In his later years; hei read Books'of 'Hiſtory more! He* 
rook pleaſure to diſguiſe himſelf, as a Porter , of asa Begger; fome- 
times to follow ſome mean Amours, which, ' tor the varcity 6f 
them he aftefted; Ar other times, meerly tor diverſion , he would 
go abour in odd ſhapes, in which he acted his part- ſo'niturally, 
that even thoſe who were' on the ſecret} and fiw” him tn theſe 
ſhapes; could perceive 'nothing by. which "he miShe'be fAliſeovtred. 
E have now made the Deſcription'of His forrtier THe, athd PH 
ciples, as fully as T thoughr neceſfary, to anfwer my End' 1m Wrt- 
ting : And yct with thoſe:referves,-thar T hope T have gfrven no 
juſt cauſe ot offence: to aby:; Thave fait nothitt#' bur wWhare'T trfd 
from his own mouth37aud thave-avorded 'the* metitioning-of the 
more particular paſſaves:'of his life ; 6f Which k&rold'me not afew:; 
Bur ſince others were concetngd-in them, whoſe 'good-only T de- 
ſign, I will fay-nothing that may either provoke*or bletniſh then. 
It is their .. Reformation, an 1ot'thei-Difarace,) THeſhre? This 
render conſideration of ' oth#ts "18 nifde ChR' fimpr&s” matt} 
remarkable and uſcful things, he told rite: But finding thar thous 
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Some Paſfagfpf theTifeand Death 
I ſhould; name none yer I nſt at feaſt Relate ſuch Circumſtances, 
as would give roo great Occaſion for the Reader to conjetture 
gotjeerningthe/ Perſons intended , right or _—_ , either of which 
wee incgpyenient crough, have choſen to paſs them quite over. 
But Fhopetbeſeithat know how much they were engaged with 
him inchis 1 Courſes , will be ſomewhat rouched with this tender:- 
acls I expreſs;towards them: and be thereby the rather induced to 
reflect on their Ways, and to conſider without prejudice or paſ- 
ſion what;ſenſe this Noble Lord had of their caſe , when he came 
at laft ſcriouſly-to refle&t upon his own. - 

| Lnowtuxn tothoſe parts of this Narratzve,wherein Imy ſelf bore 
ſomeſhare,and which I am to deliverupon the Obſervations T made 
after a long,and free.Converfation-with-him: forſome months. I was 
not long in his Company , when he told me;:He ſhould treat me 
with more freedomthan ' had ever uſed to-men of.my Profeſſion. 
He would conceal none of his Principles from me, bur lay his 
thoughts open without any diſguiſe; nor would he do it to maintain 


- Debate, or ſhew his Wit, but p ainly tell me what ſtuck with him ; 


and proteſted tome, That he was not ſo engaged to his old Maxims, 
as to. reſolveinot - to change, but that if he could be convinced he 
would chooſe rather to be of another mind; He faid, He would 
impartially Weigh what I ſhould lay before him, and tell me freely 
when it did;conyince him--and when-it did not. He expreſſed this 
diſpoſition of mind;to me'-ina manner'ſo.frank, that I could nor 
but believe him, and be much-taken with his way,ot diſcourle : So 
we entred into almoſt all the parts of Natural and Revealed Religi- 
on, and of Morality. He ſeemed. pleaſed, and in a great meaſure 
fatisfied, with whatT faid epor;many oftheſe Heads : And though 
our freeſt Conycrſation was when: we iwere- alone}, yet upon ſe- 
veral Occaſions , other perſons were Witneſſes to it. I underſtood 
irom many hands that my Company was not diſtaſttul ro him, and 
char the Subjefts about which we talked moſt were not unac- 
ceptable :. and he.expreſſed himſelf often, nor ill pleated with 
many things I ſaid to him, and' particularly when I viſited him in 
his laſt Sickneſs , ſo that I hope it may not be altogether —_ 
| table 
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fitable to publiſh the ſubſtance of thoſe:marrerk ahourt 'which'We 


argued ſo freely , with our; reaſoning upon:therh + -And perhaps 


what had ſome effeC&ts on. him, may be-not altogether ineffeu- 
al upon others... I tollowed- him, with ſfuch-Arguments;as I ſaw 
were molt likely to prevail with him : and my::not tirging other 
Reaſons , proceeded not from any diſtruſt I had of thair- force, 
bur from the neceſſity ot uſihg; thoſe rhat were, moſt;-proper' for 
him. He was then in a low ſtate; of health ;'-and ſeemed tobe 
ſlowly. recovering of a great Diſcaſe;;, He-was.in *the._MilkDiet , 
and apt to fall into Hectical-Fits ; ; any accident weakned him ; 
ſo that he thought he could nor live:long ; And. when. he went 
from London , he ſaid , He belicycd he ſhould neyer-come to 
Town more. Yet during his being in Town he was fo well ; 
that he went often abroad , and had great Vivacity of Spirit. So 
that he was under no ſuch decay., as eithtr darkened. or weak- 
ned his-Underſtanding ; Nor was he any. way troubled with the 
Spleen, or Vapours,:; or under the'power of Melancholy. Whar 
he , was then, compared to what he had been formerly-; I could 
not ſo well judge , who had ſeen him but twice before: Others 
have told me they perceived no difference in his. parts. This ] 
mention more particularly , that it may not be thought that Me- 
lancholy , or the want of Spirits , made him more inclined to 
receiveany Impreſſions: tor indeed T never diſcovered any ſuch 
thing in him. 

Having thus opened the way to the Heads.of our Diſcourſe , I 
ſhall next mention them. The three chief things We talked 
about , were Morality, Natural Religion and Revealed ' Reli- 
gion , Chriſtianity in particular. For. Morality, he confeſſed, 
He ſaw the neceſlity of jr , both for the Government of the 
World, and for the preſeryation of Health , Life and Friend- 
ſhip: and was very much aſhamed of his former Practices, . rather 
becauſe he had made himſelt a Beaft, : and had brought pain .and 
ſickneſs on his Body, and-had ſuffered much - in his: Repura- 
rion , than from any deep ſenſe. of. a Supream Being;, or a- 
nother State : Burt So far this went with him , that he refolved 
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xF Some Paſſages of the Life and Death 
firmly to change. the 'Courſe of his- Life ; which he thought he 
ſhould effe&'by the Study of Philoſophy, and had not a few no leſs 
ſolid than pleaſant Notions concerning the folly and madneſs of 
Vice :. but. he confeficd-he had no - remorſe tor his paſt Actions, 
as Offences *againſt God, but only as Injuries to himſelf and ro 

Mankind. 54.00 18 y.16 1 | 
Upon this Subje&t I ſhewed him the Defefts of Philoſophy , for 
reforming the World * That it was a matter of Speculation, which 
but: few either had- the leiſure , -or the- capacity to . enquire- in- 
to. Bur the Principle that muſt reform Mankind , muſt be obyi- 
ous to.every Mans Underſtaning. Thar Philoſophy in matters of 
Morality, beyand- the great lines of our Duty, had no very cer- 
tain fixed Rule ; but in the leſſer Offices and Inſtances of our Du- 
ty went much by the Fancies of Men, and Cuſtoms of Nations; 
and conſequently could not have Authority enough to bear down 
the Propenfities of Nature , Appetite: or Paſſion : For which I-in- 
ſtanced in theſe two Points ; The One was about that Maxim of 
the Stoicks, ro extirpate all fort of Paſſion and concern for any 
thing. That, take it by one hand, ſeemed defireable, becauſe if it 
could be accompliſh'd, it would make all the accidents of lite caſie; 
bur I think it cannot , becauſe Nature after all our ſtriving a- 
gainſt ir, will ſtill return to it- ſelf: Yer on the other hand ir dif- 
ſolved the Bonds of Nature and Friendſhip, and flackened In- 
duſtry which will move but dully, without an inward heat: And 
if it delivered a man from many Troubles, it deprived him, of the 
chief pleaſures of Life, which riſe from Friendſhip. The other was 
concerning the reſtraint of pleaſure , how far-that was to go. Up- 
on this he told me the two Maxims of his Morality then were , 
that he ſhould do nothing to the hurt of any other, or that 
might prejudice his own health: And he thought that all plea- 
fure, when ir did not interfere with theſe , was to be ned 
as the gratification of our natural Appetites. It ſeemed unreaſon- 
able to -imagine theſe were pur into a man only to be reſtrain- 
ed, or curbed to ſuch a narrowneſs; This he applied to the free 

uſe of Wine and Women. FP 
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To this I anſwered, That if Appetites being natural, was an 
Argument for the indulging them ; then the revengetul might as 
well alledge it for Murder, and the Covetous for ſtcaling; whoſe 
Appctites are no leſs keen on thoſe Objects ; and yer it is acknow- 
ledg'd that theſe Appetites ought to be-curb'd.”* If the'difference 
is urged from the Injury that another. Perſon: receives ; the In- 
jury is as great, if a Mans Wife is'defiled , | or his Daughter cor- 
rupted : and it is impoſſible for a man'to' let his Apperites looſe 
to Vagrant Luſts, and not to tranſgreſs in theſe- particulars : So 
there was no curing the Diſorders, that muſt riſe-irom thence , 
but by regulating theſe Appetites: - And why ſhould we not as 
well think that God intended our bruitiſh 'and ſenfual Appetites 
ſhould be governed by our Reafon, as that the fierceneſs of 
Beaſts ſhould be managed and tamed , by the Wiſdom, and for 
the uſe of Man? So that it is no real .abſurdity to grant that 
Appetites were put into Men , oft purpoſe to exerciſe their Rea- 
ſon in the Reſtraint and Government'of them :' which tobe able 
ro do , miniſters a higher and more- laſtmg pleaſure to a Man, 
than to give them their full ſcope and range. And if othor Rules 
of Philoſophy be obſerved , ſuch as the avoiding thoſe Objects 
that ſtir Paſſion ; Nothing raiſes higher Paſſions than ungovern'd 
Luſt, nothing darkens the Underftanding,''and:deprefies- a mans 
mind more, nor is atty thing: wanaged-with' more frequent Re- 
turns 'of othet Immoralities-,''fuch-ag Oaths and Imprecations 
which are only intended to compaſs: what' is defired : The ex- 
pence that is neceſſary to maintain- theſe Irregularities makes a 
man falſe in his other * deatings. Alt +his- the trecly' confel- 
ſeth was true , Upon which: I urged, that if -it was- teaſona- 
ble for a man to regulate his Appetite-in things which he knew 
were hurtful to him ; -Was it not as 'reafemble for God to. pre- 
ſcribe a regulating of thoſe Apperites , whoſe unreſtrained Courſe 
did produce fuch miſchievous effects. That m eould not be de- 
nied, but doing to othets Whatave- would have others do unto 
us, was a juſt Rule : 'Fhoſe men then that knew: how extream 
ſenſible they themſelves: would be of the”! difſhonour | of their 
C 2 Families 
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Famihes in the: caſe of their Wives or Daughters , mu! needs 
condemn themſelves, for doing that which they coui.! tot bear 
from another : And if the peace of Mankind, and the entire 
latisfaCtion of our whole life , ought to be one of the chick mea- 
{urcs of- our' Aftions;--then let--all the World judge, Whether 
a Man that confines his Appetite , and lives contented at home, 
1s not: much happier , than thoſe that ler their Deſires run after 
to rbidden . Objects. . The: thing being granted to be better in 
it ſelf, than rhe- queſtion falls between the reſtraint of Appetite 
in ſome inſtances, and the freedom ofa mans thoughts, the ſound- 
neſs of his. health , his application to Afﬀairs , with the caſineſs 
of his whole lite..” Whether: the one is not to - be done before 
the other ? As to the difficulty . of ſuch a reſtraint, . though it is 


. not eaſie tobe done , -when a- man allows himſelf many liberties, 


in which it is not poſlible to ſtop; Yet thoſe who avoid the Oc- 
caſ1ons that may kindle theſe impure Flames, and keep themſelves 
well- employed, find the Victory and Dominion over them no ſuch 
impoſhble , or: hard matter ,- as, may ſeem art firſt view. So that 
though the P-iloſophy. and Morality ' of this Point were plain ; 
Yet'there is not ſtrength enough in thar Principle to ſubdue Na- 
rure , and Appetite. Upon this I urged, that Morality could not 
be. a ſtrong thing , unle& a man were; determined: by a Law 
within himſelf: tor if he; only; meaſured himſelf. by Decency, or 
the Laws of 'the Land, this; 'would-teach him only to uſe ſuch 
caution in his ill Practices ,.that they- ſhould not brake out roo 
viſible : but would: never. carry him to an inward and univerſal 

probity : "Fhar, Vertue was ot ſo complicated a Nature, that un- 
leſs a-man, came entirely. within .its- diſcipline , he could nor ad- 

here ſtedfaftly to aty:; ne. Precept: for: Vices are often made ne- 

ceſſary ſupports to;one. another.;: That this cannot be done , ei- 

ther {teddily ;-or with-any fatisfation , unleſs the Mind does in- 

wardly comply with, and delight in the DiCtates of Virtue. And 

that: could; not; be effected ,- except a mans nature were inter- 

nally regenerated; and changed,;by. a higher Principle : [Till that 

came abour-, corrupt Nature would be ſtrong', and a £4 
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but feeble : eſpecially when it flruggled with ſuch Appetites or 
Paſſions as were much kindled , or deeply rooted in the Conſtt- 
tution of ones Body. This, he ſaid, ſounded to him like Enthu- 
fraſm , or Canting : He had no notion of it, and ſo could not 
underſtand it : He comprehended the DiCtates of Reaſon and Phi- 
lofophy , in which as the Mind became much converſant , there 
would ſoon follow as he believed, a greater eaſineſs in obeyin 

its precepts : I told him on the other hand that all his Speculatj- 
ons of Philoſophy would not ſerve him in any ſtead, to the re- 
forming of his Nature and Lite, till he applied himſclf to God for 
inward aſliſtances. It was certain, that the Jmpreſiions made in 
his Reaſon governed him , as they were lively preſented to him : 
but theſe are ſo apt to ſlip out of our Memory, and we ſo apt 
to turn our thoughts from them, and at ſometimes the contrary 
Impreſſions are ſo f{trong, that let a man ſet up a reaſoning in his 


Mind againſt them, he finds that Celebrated ſaying of the Poer, 


Video meliora proboq; deteriora ſequor. 
T ſee what is better and approve it : but follow what is worſe. 


to be all that Philoſophy will amount to. Whereas thoſe who 
upon ſuch Occaſions apply themſelves to God, by carncſt Pray- 


er , feel a diſengagement irom ſuch Impreſſions , and themſelves 


endued with a power to reſiſt them. So that thoſe bonds which 
formerly held them, fall off. 
This he ſaid muſt be the effect of a hear in Nature , it was on- 


 Iy the ſtrong diverſion of the Thoughts, that gave the ſeeming 


Victory , and he did not doubt bur it one could turn to a Problem 
in Euclid, or to Write a Copy of Verſes, it would have the fame 
effe&t. To this T anſwered, Thar if ſuch Methods did only di- 
yert the Thoughts, there might be ſome {orce in what he faid : 
but if they not only drove out ſuch Inclinations , but begar Im- 
preſſions contrary to them , and brought- men into a new difpo- 


 fition and habir of mind; then he .muſt confeſs there was ſome- 
: what more than a diyerſton, in theſe Ange which were brouchr 
on our minds by true Devotion. I added that Reaſon and Expe- 


rience 
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rience were the things that determined our perſwaſions : that Ex- 
perience without Reaſon may be thought the deluſion of our Fan- 
cy, ſo Reaſon without Experience had not ſo convincing an Ope- 
ration: But theſe two mecting together, muſt needs give a man 
all rhe ſarisfaftion he can deſire. He could not fay', it was un- 
reaſonable to believe that the Supream Being might make ſome 
thoughts ſtir in our Minds with more or leſs force, as it pleaſed: 
Eſpecially the force of theſe motions, being , for moſt part, ac- 
cording to the Impreſſion that was made on our Brains : which 
that power that dirc&ted the whole frame of Nature, could make 
gro\w deeper as it pleaſed. It was alſo reaſonable to ſuppoſe God 
a Being of fuch goodneſs that he would give his afliſtance to ſuch 
as deſired it : For though he might upon ſome greater Occaſions 
in an extraordinary manner turn ſome peoples minds ; Yet lince 
he had endued Man with a faculty of Reaſon, it is fir that men 
ſhould employ that, as far as they could ; and beg his aſſiſtance : 
which certainly they can do. All this ſeemed reaſonable, and at 
leaſt probable: Now good men who felt upon their frequent Ap- 
plications to God in Prayer, a freedom from thoſe ill Impreſſions, 
that formerly ſubdued them, an inward love to Vertue and true 
Goodneſs, an eafineſs and delight in all the parts of Holineſs, 
which was fed and cheriſhed in them by a ſeriouſneſs in Prayer, 
and did languish as that went off, had as rcal a perception of an 
inward ſtrength in their Minds, that did riſe and fall with true 
Devotion , as they perceived the ſtrength of their Bodies increaf- 
cd or abated, according as they had or wanted good nouriſh- 
mentr. | | 
After many Diſcourſes upon this Subyect , he ſtill continued to 
think all was the effe& of Fancy : He ſaid, That he underſtood 
nothing of ir, but acknowledged that he thought they were very 
happy whoſe Fancies were under the power of ſuch Impreſſions ? 
ſince they had ſomewhat on which their thoughts reſted and cen- 
tred : Bur when I ſaw him in his laſt Sickneſs, he then told me, 
He had another ſenſe of what we had talked concerning: Prayer 


and inward aſliſtances. 
This 
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This Subje& led us to diſcourſe of God, and of the Notion of ; 
Religion in general. He believed there was a Supream Being : 
He could not think the World was made by chance, and the re- 
gular Courſe of Nature ſeemed to demonſtrate the Eternal Pow- ? 
er of its Author. This, he faid , he could never ſhake off; but _ > 
| when he came to explain his Notion of the Deity, he ſaid, He 
| looked on it as a vaſt Power that wrought every thing by the ne- 
| ceſſity of its Nature : and thought that God had none of thoſe 
R Afﬀections of Love or Hatred , which breed perturbation in us, 
. and by conſequence he could not ſee that there was to be cither 
| Reward or Puniſhment. He thought our Conceptions of God 
, were ſo low, that we had better not think much of him: And 
6 to love God ſeemed to him a preſumptuous thing , and the heat 
. of fanciful men. Therefore he believed there ſhould be no o- 
1 f ther Religious Worship, but a general Celebration of that Being, 
* in ſome ſhort Hymn: All the other parts of Worſhip he eſteem- 
t ed the Inventions of Prieſts, to make the World believe they 
- had a Secret of Incenſing and Appealing God as they pleaſed. 
v In a word, he was neither perſwaded that there was a ſpecial 
e Providence about humane Afﬀairs ; Nor that Prayers were of 
;, much uſe , ſince that was to look on God asa weak Being, that 
r, would be overcome with Importunities. And for the ſtate after 
n death, though he thought the Soul did not diſſolve at death; 
16 Yet he doubted much of Rewards or Puniſhments : the one 
Th he thought too high for us to attain, by our ſlight Services; and 
h- the other was too extream to be inflicted for Sin. "This was the 
ſubſtance of his Speculations about God and Religion. 
4 T told him his Notion of God was ſo low, that the Supream 
1 Being ſeemed to be nothing but Nature, For if that Being had 
ry no freedom , nor choice of its own Actions , nor operated by 
G3 Wiſdom or Goodneſs , all thoſe Reaſons which led him to ac- 
N- knowledge a God , were contrary to this Conceit ; tor it the 
Ee, Order of the Univerſe perſwaded him to think there was a God, 
7er He muſt at the ſame time conceive him to be both Wiſe and 


Good , as well as Powerful , ſince theſe all appear d equally Fe 


2 þ Some Paſſages of the Life and Death 


the Creation ; though his Wiſdom and Goodneſs had ways of 
excrting themſelyes, that were far beyond our Notions or Mea- 
fures. If God Was wiſe and Good, he would naturally love, and 
be pleaſed with thoſe that reſembled him in theſe Perfe&tions . 
and difſike thoſe that were oppoſite to him. Every Rational Being 
naturally loves it ſelf, and is delighted in others like it ſelf, and 
15 averſc from what is not ſo. Truth is a Rationai Natures ating 
in conformity to it ſelf in all things, and Goodneſs is an Inclina- 
tion to promote the happineſs ot other Beings: So Truth and 
Goodneſs were the eſſential perfe&tions of every reaſonable Being, 
and certainly moſt eminently in the Deity: nor does his Mercy 
or Love raile paſſion or perturbation in Him; for we tcel that to 
be a weakneſs in our ſelves, which indeed only flows from our 
want of power, or $kill to do what we wiſh or deſire: It is alfo 
reaſonable to believe God would atliſt the Endeavours of the 
Good, with ſome helps ſuitable ro their Nature. And that it 
could not be imagined , that thoſe who imitated him, ſhould not 
be ſpecially tavoured by him : and therefore ſince this did not ap- 
pear in this State, it was moſt reaſonable to think it ſhould be in 
another, where the Rewards ſhall be an admiſſion toa more pertect 
State of Conformity to God, with the felicity that follows it, and 
the puniſhments ſhould be a total excluſion from him, with all 
the horrour and darkneſs that muſt follow that. Theſe ſeemed 
to be the natural Reſults of ſuch ſeveral Courſes of lite, as well as 
the Effects of Divine Juſtice, Rewarding or Puniſhing. For ſince 
he believed the Soul had a diſtin ſubliſtance, ſeparated from the 
Body ; Upon its diſſolution there vas no reaſon to think it paſſed 
into a State of utter Oblivion, of what ir had been in formerly : 
bur that as rhe reflections on rhe good or cvil it had done , muſt 
raiſe joy or horrour in it; So thoſe good or ill Diſpoſitions accom- 
panyins the departed Souls, they muſt cirher riſe up to a higher 
perieCtion, or fink to a more depraved, and miſerabic State. In 
this life varicty of Afﬀairs and Obje&ts do much cool and divert 
our Minds; and are on the one hand often great temptations to 
the good, and give the bad ſome eaſe in their trouble ; ads a 
LE SLrare 
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State wherein the Soul ſhall be ſeparated from ſenſible things, and 
employed in a more quick and ſublime; way of Operarion, this 
muſt very much-exalt the Joys and Improvements of the Good , 
and as much heighten the horrour and rage of the ,Wicked. So 
that it ſeemed a vain thing to pretend to believe a Supream Being, 
that is Wiſe and Good as well as great, and not to. think: adiſcri- 
mination will be made between os Good and Bad, which, it 15 
maniteſt, is not fully done in this life. | 
As for the Government of the World, if we believe the Supream 
Power mace it, there is no reafon to think he does not govern it: 
For all that we can fancy againſt it, is the diſtraC&tion which that Inft- 
nite Variety of Second Cauſes, and the care of their Concerments, 
muſt give to the firſt, if it inſpe&ts themall. Bur as among men,thoſe 
of weaker Capacities are wholly taken up. with ſome. one thing , 
whereas thoſe of moreenlarged powers can,without diſtraCtion have 
many things within their care, as the Eye cagat one/View receive a 
great Varicty of Objetts, , in that, narrow: Compaſs, without con: 
tuſion; So it we conceive-the Divine-Underſtandingtq;he as fac 
above ours, ,as his Power of creating and- framing the whole Uni- 
verſe, .is above our limited-ativity; We-will no; more think the 
Government of the World a diſtraftion to him : -And it we have 
once overcome this prejudice, We:thall be ready zo acknowleds oe a 
Providence directing all Afairs;- a care well becoming the Great 
Creator. As for Worſhipping Him, if wc'imagine Our Worſhip 
iS a thing that adds to his happineſs, or. gives him ſuch fond Plea 
ſure as weak. people;/haye to hear, themſelyes. commended; or 
that our repeated- Adgrefles do! overcome Him. through our meer 
Importunity, We have certainly very. unworthy. thoughts of. hi. 
The true ends of Worſhip come within. another conſideration : 
which 1s this, A man is never entirely Reformed, till a new Pria- 
ciple governs his thoughts : Nothing .makes that Principle fo 
ſtrong, as deep and frequent Meditations'of God; whoſe Nature 
though it be far above our Comprehenſion, yet his Goodnels and 
Wiſdom are ſuch Perfections as tall within our Imagination : And 
he that thinks often of God, and conſiders him as governing the 
World, and as cver obſerving all his Actions, will feel a very $-' 
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ſible effe& of ſuch Meditations, as they grow more lively and 
frequent with him; fo the end of Religious Worſhip cither pub- 
lick or private, is to make the Apprehenſions- of God have a 
deeper root and a ſtronger influence on us. The frequent re- 
turns of theſe are neceſſary: Leſt it we allow of too long in- 
_ tervals between them, theſe Impreſſions may grow feebler, and 
other Suggeſtions may come in their room: And rhe Returns of 
Prayer arc not to be conſidered as Favours extorted by meer Im- 
portunity, bur as Rewards conferred on men ſo well diſpoſed, and 
prepared for them: according to the Promiſes that God has made, 
tor anſwering our Prayers: thereby to engage and nouriſh a de- 
vourt temper in us, Which is the chiet root of all true Holineſs 
and'Vertue. © 

It is true we cannot have ſuitable Notions of the Divine Ef- 
ſence; as indeed we have no juſt /dea of any Eſſence whatſo- 
ever: Since we commonly conſider all things , either by their 
outward Figure, or by their Effects: and from thence make Infe- 
rences What their Nature muſt-be. So though we cannot frame 
any perfe&t Tmage in our Minds of the Divinity, Yet we may from 
the Diſcoveries. God has made of Himſelf, form ſuch Conceptions 
of Him, as may poſſeſs our Minds with great Reverence for Him, 
and beget in-us ſuch a Love of thoſe Perietions as tO Engage us to 
imitate them. - For when we fay we love God ;/ the meaning is , 
We love that Being that is Holy, Juſt, Good, Wiſe, and infi- 
nitely perfe&t : And loving theſe Attributes in rhat Object, will 
certainly carry us to deſire them in our ſelves. For what ever 
We love in another, We naturally, according to the degree of 
our love, endeavour to reſemble it. - In ſum, the Loving and 
Worſhipping God, rhough they 'are juſt and reaſonable returns 
and expreſſions of the ſenſe we have of his'Goodnels to us; Yet 
they are exacted of us not only as a Tribute to God, bur as a 
mean to beget in us a Conformity to his Nature, which is the chiet 
end of pure and undefiled Religion. pt 

If fome Men, have at ſeveral times , found out Inventions to 
Corrupt this, and cheat the World; Ir is nothing but what oc- 
curs in every fort of Employment, to which men berake hem 
clyes. 
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ſelves:  Mountebanks. Corrupt, Phyſick; , Peity-Foggers.. haye. en- 
tafipled the matters of Property, and al Profefions have been 
vitiated by Knaveries of a number of their Caling.; -- 1 IH 
With all theſe Diſcourſes he was not equally ſatisfied : He 
ſeemed convinced that the Impreſſions of-God being much, in 
Mens minds, would be a powerful .means to reform the World: 
and did not ſeem determined againſt Providence; Burt for the next 
Stare, he thought it more likely. that the Soul began anew, and 
that her ſenſe of what ſhe had done in this Body , lying in-the 
figures that arc made in the Brain, as ſoon as ſhe diſlodged, all 
rheſe periſhed , and that the Soul went into ſome other State 
to begin- a new Courſe. . But I ſaid on this Head, That this was 
at beſt a conjecture, raiſed in him by his fancy: for he could give 
no reaſon to prove it true; Nor was all the remembrance our 
Souls had of paſt things ſeated in ſome material figures lodged 
in the Brain : Though it could not be denied bur a great deal of 
it lay in the Brain. That we have many abſtragted Notions and 
Idea's of immaterial things which depends not on heglily Figures : 
Some Sins , ſuch as Falſhood and ill Nature were.-ſeated; in. the 
Mind, as Luſt and Appetite were in the Body : And as the whole 
Body was the Receptacle of the Soul , and the Eyes and Ears 
were the Organs of Seeing and Hearing ,; ſo was the Brain'the 
Seatof Memory : Yet the power and faculty of Memory , as 
well as of Secing and Hearing , lay in the Mind :.and fo. ir 
was no unconceivable thing that either the Soul by its own 
ſtrength , or by the means of ſome ſubtiler Organs , which mighr 
be fitted for it-in another ſtate , ſhould ſtill remember as well 
as think. Burt: indeed We know 1o.little of the Natuxe of our 
Souls, that it is a vain thing for us to raiſe an Zzypotbeps out of 
rhe conje&tures we have abour it, or to reje&t one, becauſe of 
ſome difficulties that occur to us; ſinge it is as hard to' under- 
ſtand how we remember things 'now , as how we ſhall do 
it in another State 2 only we. are ſure we do jt now ; and ſo.we 
ſhall be then, when we do it. O84 ive wh 
When I prefſed him with the ſecret Joys: that a good, Man 
felt , particularly as he drew near Death , and the Horrours,.of 
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1 men'eſpecially'at-thar time ; He was willing to aſcribe it to 


the Impreſſions they had from their Education: Bur he often con- 
teſſed, that whether the buſineſs'of Religion was true or not, 
he thouglit thoſe who had the perſwaſions of it , and lived fo 
that they had quiet in their Conſciences , and believed God 
governed the World, and acquieſced in his Providence, and had 
the hope of an endleſs bleſſednefs in another State , the happicſt 
men in the World : And faid , He would give all that he was 
Maſter of , to be under thoſe perſwaſions , and to have the ſup- 
ports and Joys that muſt nceds flow form them. I told him the 
main Root of all Corruptions in Mens Principles was their ill 


life; Which as it darkened their Minds, and difabled them from 


diſcerning better things ; ſo it made it neceſſary for them to ſeek 


out ſuch Opinions as might. give them eaſe from thoſe Clamours, 
that would otherwiſe have been raiſed within them : He did 
not deny but that after the doing of ſome things he felt great 
and ſevere Challenges within himſelf; But he ſhi , He felt not 
theſe after ſome others which I would perhaps call far greater 


Sins', than thoſe that affeted him more ſenſibly : This I faid , 


_—_ flow from the Diſorders he had caſt himſelf into , which 
had corrupted his judgment , and viciated his traſt of things? 
and by his long continuance in , and frequent. repeating of ſome 


 Immoralitics | he had made them ſo Familiar to him , that they 


were become- as it were natural: And then it was no wonder 
if he had not ſo exact a ſenſe of what was Good- or Evil ; as 
a' Feaveriſh man cannot judge of Taſts. 

He did acknowledge the whole Syſteme of. Religion , it be- 
lieved, was a greater foundation of quiet than any other thing 
whatſoever-:for- all he quiet he had in his mind , was , that 
he could not think ood a Being as the Deity would 
make him miſerable. sSked if when by the ill, courle of his 
life he had brought. ſo many Diſeaſes on his Bogy ,, he could 
blame -God for it: -or .expe&t that he ſhould deliver him . {rom 
them by a Miracle. He confeſſed there was no reaſqn tor that. : 
I then urged 3 thar if Sin ſhould caſt the mind by- a natural Et- 


fe&t; into endleſs Horrours and. Agonies,. which being ar” in a 
| cing 


JC- 


ng 
IAat 


uld 
his 
uld 
"OM 
- | e- 
Et- 
n 4 
e1NT 


of John Earl of Rocheſter, 29 


Being not ſubje&t to Death , muſt laſt for ever , unleſs ſome 
Miraculous Power interpoſed , could he accuſe God for that 
which was the effe& of his own choice and ill life. 


He faid, They were happy that belieyed : for it was not 
in every mans poWer. 

And upon this we diſcourſed long about Revealed Religion: 
He faid , He did not underſtand that buſineſs of Inſpiration 
He believed the Pen-men of the Scriptures had heats and ho- 
neſly, and ſo writ: but could not comprehend how God 
ſhould reveal his Secrets to Mankind. Why was not Man made 
a Creature more diſpoſed tor Religion, and better Illuminated 2 
He could not apprehend hovw there ſhould be-any corruption 
in the Nature of Man, or a Lapſe derived from 4dam. Gods 
communicating his Mind , to one Man, was the putting it in 
his power to cheat the World : For Propheſies and Miracles , 
the World had been always full of ſtrange Stories; for the 
boldneſs and cunning of Contrivers mecting with the Simplicity 
and Credulity of rhe People , things were eaſily received ; and 
being once received paſſed down without contradiftion. 'The 
Th Donghces of 5tile in the Scriptures , the odd Tranſitions; the 
ſcemins Contraclictions, chiefly about the Order of time, the 
Cruelties enjoynel the 7ſrael/ites in deſtroying the Canaanzres, Cir- 
cumciſion, and many other Rites of the Fewi/h Worſhip ; ſeem: 
cd to him inſutable to the Divine Nature : And the firit three 
Chapters of Gexe/ts, he thought could not be true, unleſs they 
were Parables. This was the fubſtance ot what he excepred to 
Revealed Religion in general, and to the O/d Teſtament in par- 
ticular. 

E anſwered to ail this, that believing a thing upon the Teſtimo- 
ny of another, in other matters where there was no reaſor to 
ſuſpe& the teſtimony, chicily where it was confirmed by other 
Circumſtances , was not only a rcaſonable- thing , bur it: was the 
hinge gn - which all, the, Government and:Juſtice in the World 


depeorded-: Since all Courts of Juſtice. proceed upon the Evi- 


dencc given, by Witneſſes : for the ule of Writings 1s but a thing 
moze lately. brought. into the World. $o then it the credibiity 
of. 
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of the thing , the. innocence and difinteredneſs of the Witneſſes, 
the number of them, and the publickeſt Confirmations that 
could poſſibly be given, do concur to perſwade us of any mart: 
rer of Fact, it is a vain thing to ſay, becaule it is poſlible for 
o many men to agree in a Lye, that therctore rheſe have done 
it: -In all other things a man gives his aſſent when the credibility 
is ſtrong on the one ſide , and there appears nothing on the o- 
ther ſide to ballance it. So ſuch numbers agreeing in their Te- 
ſtimony to theſe Miracles ; for inſtance of our Saviours calling 
Lazarus out of the Graye the fourth day atter he was buried , 
and his own riſing again after he was certainly dead ; If there 
had been never ſo many Impoſtures in the World, no man can 
with any. reaſonable colour pretend this was one. We find 
both by the Fewiſh and Roman Writers that lived in that time, 
that our Saviour was Crucified : and that all his Diſciples and 
Followers believed certainly that he roſe again. They believed 
this upon the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles, and of many hun- 
dreds who ſaw it , and died confirming it : They went about 
to perſwade the World of it, with great Zeal, though they 
knew they were to get nothing by it, but Reproach and Suf- 
ferings: and by many Wonders which they wrought they 
confirmed their Teſtimony. Now to avoid all this , by faying 
it is poſſible this might be a Contrivance , and to give no pre- 
ſumption, to make it ſo much as probable , that it was ſo, is 
in plain Engliſh to ſay , We are reſolved let the Evidence be 
what it will , We will not believe 7t. 

He ſaid, If a man ſays he cannot believe, what help is there 2 
for he was not maſter of his own Belict, and believing was at 
higheſt but a probable Opinion. To this I anſwered, That if 
a man will let a wanton conceit poſſcſs his fancy againſt theſe 
things , and never confider the Evidence for Religion on the 
other hand, but reject it upon a ſlight view of it, he ought nor 
to ſay he cannot, but he will not believe : and while a man lives 
an ill courſe of life, he is not fitly qualified to examine the 
matter aright. Let him grow calm and vertuous , and upon due 
application examine things fairly, and then let him pronounce 
accordingly 
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according to his Conſcience , it to take it at its loweſt, the 
Reaſons on the one hand are not much ſtronger than they are 
on the other. For I found he was ſo poſleſſed with the 
general conceit that a mixture of Knaves and Fooles had made 
all extraordinary things be cafily believed , that it carried him 
away to determine the matter, without ſo much as looking on 
the Hiſtorical Evidence for the truth of Chri/tianzty , which he 
had not enquired into, but had bent all his Wit and Study to the 
ſupport of the other ſide. As for that, that Believing is at beſt 
bur an Opinion ; if the Evidence be but probable , it is fo : but 
if it be ſuch that ic cannot be queſtioned , it grows as certain as 
Knowledge : For we are no leſs certain that there is a great Town 
called Conſtantinople, the Seat of the Ortoman Empire, than that 
there is another called Loudon. We as little doubt that Queen 
Elizabeth once Reigned, as that King Charles now Reigns in Exg- 
land. So that Believing may be as certain, and as little ſubject 
to doubting as Seeing or Knowing. 

There are two ſorts of believing Divine matters ; the one is: 
wrought in us by our comparing all the Evidences of matter of. 
Fact, for the confirmation of Revealed Religion ; with the Pro- 
pheſies in the Scripture; where things were punctually predicted, 
ſome Ages before their completion; nor in dark and doubtful 
words, uttered like Oracles, which might bend ro any Event : 
Bur in plain terms, as the foretelling that Cyrus by name ſhould 
ſend the Fews back from the Captivity, aſter the fixed period of 
ſeventy years : The Hiſtory of the Syrian and Fg yptian Kings 
ſo punCtually foreto!d by Daniel, and the Prediction ot the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem, with many Circumſtances relating to it, 
made by our Saviour ; joyning theſe to the excellent Rule and 
Deſign of the Scripture in matters of Moralzty , it 1s at leaft as. 
reaſonable to believe this as any thing ' elſe in the World. Yet 
ſuch a believing as this, is only a, general perſwaſ:on in the Mind, 
which has not that effect, till a man applying him:eii co the Di- 
rections ſet down in the Scriptures (which upoi fuch Evidence. 
cannot be denied , to be as rcafonable, as for a man to toilow 
the Preſcriptions of a Learned Phyſitian , anl when. the Rules 
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22 Some Paſſages of the Life aid Death 
are both good and caſic, to ſubmit to them for the recoyering of 
his heaith) and by following theſe, finds a power entrin 
within him, that frees him from the ſlavery of his Appetites _- 
Paii.ons, that exalts his Mind above the accidents of life, and 
ſpreads an inward purity in his Heart, from which a ſerene and 
calm Joy ariſes within him: And good men by the efficacy theſe 
Methods haye-upon them, and irom the rerurns ot their prayers, 
and other endeavours , grow aſſured that theſe things are true 
and ant{werable to the Promites they find regiſtred in Scripture. 
All this, he f{aid, might be fancy : But to this I anſwered, That 
as it were unreaſonable to tell a man thar is abroad, and knows 
he is awake, that perhaps he is in a dream, and in his Bed, and 
only thinks he is abroad, or that as ſome go about intheir ſleep, 
{o he may be aſleep ſtill; So good and religious men know, 
thovgh others may be abuſed, by their fancies, that rhey are un- 
der no fuch deception: and find rhey are neither hot nor Enthu- 
fraſtical, but under the power of calm and clear Principles. All 
this he ſaid he did not underitand, and that it was to aſſert or 
beg the thing in Queſtion, which he could not comprehend. 

As tor the poſlibility of Revelation, it was a vain thing to deny 
it: For as God gives us the ſenſe of ſeeing material Obyetts by 
our Eyes, and opened in ſome a capacity of apprchending high 
and ſublime things, of which other men ſeemed utteriy incapa- 
ble: So it was a weak aſjertion that God cannot awaken a power 
in ſome mens Minds, to apprehend and know ſome things, in 
fuch a manner that others are not capable of it. This 1s not 
halt ſo incredible to us as ſight is to a blind man, who yet may 
be convinced there is a ſtrange power of fſecing that governs 
men, of which he finds himſelf deprived. As for the capacity 
pur into ſuch mens hands to deceive the World We are at the 
ſame time to conſider, that beſides the probity of their rempers, 
it cannot be thought but God can fo torcibly bind up a man in 
ſome things, that it ſhould not be in his power to deliver them 
otherwiſe than as he gives him in Commitiion: beſides the Con- 
firmation of Miracles are a divine Credential to warrant fuch pcr- 
ſons in what they deliver to the World : which cannot be imagined 

can 
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can bg.joyned to a Lyc;: ſincecrhis wtrero'put:the Omnipotente 
of God, to atteſt that which Jags week. will do. For the 
buſineſs of, the Fall ot-Man; aandother things 66 Whith w# cartmor 


perhaps ,give(.our, ſelves:.g-perfet | account:> Werwhs:canhor: fa. 


thome the Secrets of the'Councel. of God; do very unreaſonably 
tQ. take on jus;,to,rejett any excellent & of good: ahdiholy 
Rules, becauſe. ,we cannor ſatigfie orir ſelvesabour ſome difficultics 
in them.,,, Common Experience: tells us;; There'is apreat diſordet 
in our Natures,” which' is not eaſily reftified:''All: Philoſophers 
were ſenſible of it, and-every man. chat deſigns to govern himſelf 
by, Reaſon, feels the ſtruggle berween it and nature : \So-thar it 
is plain, .theze is a Lapſe, thehigh: powers of rhe Soul. -- | 
_ But. why, Jad he, could nbtslis be rectified, by ſome plain Rules 
wen,;. but men. muſh, come-and thew a trick! to perſiade -the 
orld they... ſpeak, tp-them gwthe; Name. of God\ '#-Anfivered} 
That Religian; beipg 3 deſign; to/recoven! andfave Mankind, was 
to be ſo opened 438 40,aWakem:and work upon taliforcoof pooplei 
and: generally, men.ofa.funpligiry ofiMitd;/tu@re tote: char were 
the: fitteſt Obyedts; fox Go;4b! how! hisrfaybor to\1Þlietefore it 
was neceſſary that ,MeſFngers: fear; from Heaven ſhoold appear 
with, ſuch. Alarming Evidences,/as) might \awaken:.the World ,, 
and prepare then. by;iſameaflant{bing Signs" ro/liſten 'ro'!the 
Doctrine, they wers:to:dgliver!:; 'Philoſophy; that was-only 's mt: 
ter of fine Speculation; hadi few Voraries's: Andi as:there was no 
Authority in it ro bind the Worldito,;believe:its Dictates, ſo they 
vere only received by-ſome of :nobler and'refined Natures; who 
could -apply: themſelves to; and-delighttin: ſuch Notions. * But 
truc Religion. \yas t0;he biailt on a- Foundation; -thar ſhould' carry 
more. Weight on it, and tohave duch .Convittions, as might not 
only reach thoſe who were already difpaſed toi receive them , but 
rouſe up.ſuch, as withour gzcat and ſenſible excitation would have 
qtherwiſe ; ſlept on- in; thoir;ill Courles. Rar nr Dl ITT Ges fiat 
| Upon, this and {ome fuch Qecafloms,,btold/him, I aw the ill uſe 
he made of his, Wit, by, whiclcthe: flurded the praveſt things with 
a ſlight daſh, of this Fancy: and -the- pleafure he found 'in ſuch 
wanton Expreſſions, as calling the doing:of Miracles the /hewing 
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are both good and caſic, to ſubmit to them for the recoyering of 
his hea'th ) and by following theſe, finds a power entring 
within him, that frees him from the Nlavery of his Appctites and 
Paii.ons, that exalts his Mind aboye the accicents of life, and 
ſpreacs an inward purity in his Heart, from which a ſerene and 
calm Joy ariſes within him: Aad good mea by the eihcacy theſe 
Methods haye upon them, and irom the rerurns ot their prayers, 

and other endeavours , grow affure tizar theſe things are true 
and an{werable to the Promiſes they find regiftred in Scripture. 

All this, he faid, might be fancy : But to this I anſwered, That 
as it were unreaſonable to tell a man that is abro ad, and knows 
ne 1s awake, that perhaps he is in a dream, and in his Bed, and 
Only thinks he is abroad, or that as ſome gO x 4 inthcir ſleep, 
ſo he may be aflcep ſill; So good and religious men know, 

though others may be abuſed, by their fancies, thar they are un- 
der no fuch deception: and find they arc ncither hot nor Enthu- 
fſraſtical, but under the power of calm and ciear Principles. All 
this he ſaid he did not underitand, and that it was to aflert or 
beg the thing in Queſtion, which he could not comprehend. 

As for the poſlibility of Revelation, it was a vain thing to c 1eny 
it: For as God gives us the ſenſe of ſeeing material Objes by 
our Eyes, and opened in ſome a capacity 'of apprehending high 
and fublime things, of which other men ſeemed utteriy incapa- 
ble: So it was a weak aſſertion that God cannot awaken a power 
in ſome mens Minds, to apprehend and know ſome things, in 
fuch a manner that others are not capable of it. "This 1s not 
halt fo incredible to us as ſight is to a blind man, who yet may 
be convinced there is a ſtrange power of ſccin? that governs 
men, of which he finds himſelf depriv. ed. As for the capacity 
pur into ſuch mens hands to deceive the World We are at the 
ſame time to conſider, that beſides the probity of their rempers, 
it cannot be thought but God can fo forcibly bind up a man in 
ſome things, that it ſhould not be in his power to deliver them 
otherwiſe than as he gives him in Commitiion: beſides the Con- 
firmation of Miracles are a divine Credential to warrant ſuch pcr- 
{ons in what they deliver to the World : which cannot be imagined 


Can 
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can be joyned to a Lye: ſince.this were to'put'the Omnipotence 
of God, to atteſt that which no.. honeſt-man will do/| "For the 
buſineſs of, the Fall, of-Man, andother things of Which we cannot 
perhaps .give{ our, ſelves: g-perfet' account > Weiwho'camor: fa- 
thome the Secrets of the'Councel. of:God; dv very unreaſonably 
to take on 1us,.to,reject an, excellent Syfttmic of good andiholy 
Rules, becauſe.,we cannot ſatisfie orir ſelvesabout ſome difficulties 
in them... Common Experience! tells us;;Therc'is a great difordet 
in our Natures,” whicly is not eaſily rectified: All Philoſophers 
were ſenſible of it, and-every man: that deſigns to govern himſelf 
by Reaſon, fcels the ſtruggle berween it and nature : -So thar it 
is Pin there is a Lapſe, at-the high. powers-of the Soul. - | 
But why, faid he, could nbtihiis be retified, by ſome plain Rules 
Ben; Dur men muſt, come-and thew a trick”! ro perſwade rhe 
orld they. ſpeak, to-them awthe Name of God'; 'F- Anſwered}; 
That Religion; beipg 3 deſign to; recover! and fave Mankind, was 
to be ſo opened as t0.aMaken:and work upon rall-forts-of pooplei 
and: generally: men.of.a,ſunpligity; ofiMindz/ rare thee: thar were 
the: fitteſt Obyects: fox Gof,xb! ſhow! is: favbor roy1Pheretore if 
was neceſſary that Meſkngers: fear: from Heaven ſhoald appear 
with, fuch.. allarmjng Evidencesg as} might \awaken;.the; World ,, 
and prepare them: by;;ſeme)aflonitbing Signs; ro liſten 'ro'ithe 
Doctrine, they wers.to.dglives.; Philoſophy; that was-only & mat: 
ter of fine Speculation hadi few Voraries's' And' as:there was no 
Authority in it to bind the World :to..believeits Dittates, ſo they 
were only received by ſome of :nobler and refined Natures, who 
could -apply: themſelves to;, and-delight tin: ſuch Notions. But 
truc Religion. \yas t0;he built on a Foundation, that ſhould: carry 
more weight on it, and to have ſuch .Convictions, as might not 
only reach thoſe who were already difpoſed to: receive them, but 
rouſe up ſuch as without gzcat and ſenſible excitation would have 
otherwiſe .ſlepr on-in their;;ill Courſes. 7". lb 94 + 
_ Upon, this. and ſome ſuch Qecaflons, told him, I ſaw the ill uſe 
he made of his. Wit, by whiclche flurded the graveſt things with 
a ſlight daſh, of !his Fancy: and -the- pleaſure he found in ſuch 
wanton Expreſſions, as calling the doing: of Miracles the ſhewing 
FE. of 
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of a trick, did really;keepihim _—W exaraiing then, with that 


care which ſuch: things re 
- For the (Od Teſtament,! We: ate or remore © Gori War time, We 
have folittle'knowledge:-of the -Language'in which it was writ, 
have ſo impertect-an accoiinr of the! Hiſtory of thoſe Ages, know 
nothing vi their - Cufibms ,. Forms: of Speech; and 'the ſeveral 
Periods they .might:have', by which they reckoned. their time; 
that-it js rather a. wotider We ſhould tindefftand fo much of it 
than that - many paſfpes ilir- ſhould be'{o'dark''to us.” The 
chief uſe: it has to us Chri/tzans, is, that from Writings which the 
Fews acknowlege to be divinely inſpired, it is manifeſt the” Meſſias 
was projniſed. before i.tho'i deſtruction 6f their 'T emple : which 
being done long agd.;. and theft Bropheſiesaprecing to! ottr 'Savi- 
our, and to no other , Here's a'great Confirmation given to the 
Goſpel..- But though many things in theſe Books could not be 
underſtood by us, who: livo cabove- 3000-years _ the chict of 
them were written,.it 1s nocfach:extraordimary (matter.  -* 
For that. of the. ofthe 'Canaanites by the” Thaehtes, 
Ir is to, be;aonſidered;r that if God had ſent'a Plague among them 
all, that could not. have been-found' fault with.' It then God had 
a Right to take away 'their Lives, without Injuſtice'or Cruelty , 
he:had a Right- ro-appomeothers ro:do-ir,"'as' well ro execute it 
by a more immediate way : Aid the taking away people by-the 
Sword, 4s a much gentler: way/of'dying, than to'be ſmitten with 
2 Plague, or, a Famine. - Ahd for the Children that-were Inno- 
cent of their Fathers faults God could-in another State make that 
up to them. Sojall the: difficulty is, Why 'wete the Faelites 
commanded to execute 'x thing of fuch Barbarity : Bur this will 
not ſeem ſo hard, if we conſider rhat this was to be no Precedent; 
for tuture times: ſince they did not do it but upon fpecial War- 
rant and Commiſſion from Heaven, evidenc'd to: all the World 
by ſuch mighty Miracles as did plainty-ſhew, That they were 
particularly, deſignid by God+to be-the Executioners' of his Juſtice, 
And God by imploying_ them in fo: ſevere. Service; intended to 
poſſeſs them with great horrour of Idolatry , which was puniſhed 
in ſo extream a manner. 


For. 


. of Jokn Garl-of Reckaiys of 210% © 357 
_ For the Ritesof - wr it 3 ear: ib quugt of them; ex: 
cept, We Pere: underſtend! the Idotinries'youfid'-tbour' thery: 
To. which we.fnd they wete niuch inclinetr 6orhey were tobe 
bent, by other Rires.{0.an.extreamworſion. from them * And yer 
by, the, pomp .of. many, af; rheir-GeremonjdFand Sacrifices, great 
Indulgences ,yycre given to a poople) natirallp fond! of a viſible: 
ſplendor in, Religious Worſhip: © Int albwhich; if we'tcannot de- 
cend to ſuch farisfatory Anſiyers ih every' particiihat} as a curi- 
ous. man would defire, it is no wonder. The long interval of 
time, and other accidents, have worn out. thoſe things which. 
were neceſſary to giveusa-clearer-lght mro-the meaning of them, 
And-ſor.the:ftory of the Creation, how far ſome- things in it may 
be Parabolical, and how fat Hiſtorical zihas-been much difputed: 
there is nothing in jt that may. not be hiſtorically true. For if it 
be acknowledged that Spirits can form Voices in the Ajr, for 
whigh we. have as good: Authority: as for .any thing in Hiſtory ; 
Theh it,is. no wonder that) Zve being+fo ' lately created,' might 
be deceived, and; think-a: Serpent ſpake © to her, when rhe Evil 
Spirit framed the Voice. - FED m 

But in all theſe things I told him he-was in the wrong. way, 
when-he examined the buſineſs of Religion, by ſome dark parts 
of Scripture: -' Therefore I;dcfired* him to confider the” whale 
Contexture of the Chriſtian Religion,” the Rules it gives, and the 
Methods it preſcribes. . Nothing can conduce more to the peace; 
order and happineſs of the: World, then to be governed by' its 
Ruels. Nothing is more for the Intereſts of every man in: par- 
ticulax;..The 'Rules of: Sobricry, Temperance and ' Moderatian, 
were, the beſt Preſervers 'of lite, and'' which: was perhaps! maths 
of Health. Humility, *Contempr of the Vanities of the Wade? 
and the being well employed, raiſed a mans Mind r6' 'freedort 
from-the Follies and;' Temptations tha? haunred rhe greateſt park 
Nothing. was ſo Generqus:and Great 1as'ro ſupply the Neeeſlities 
of che, Pogss. and to i forgixe:Ihjuries: Nothing raiſed 'arid' tithn: 
rajned a:mang Reputation ſo:muth(;as tobe! exactly juſt, aridanitr- 
citul ; kind, charitable, and compaſſionate; Nothing-opened the 
PPWSES, Of 4 Mans 'ifawb; fbr:mmch us'a calm 'Femper , a _ 
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Mind, free of Paſſiogi; and Diſorder t: Nothihg ' 4 FF Sodieties , 
Families »-.and; NeighbountiobUsd happy as wherthele- Rules, 
which the Goſpel Proſerbles; y Cooke place ; $4 dving- ai 'we' would 
have others do to 'us:,. and\loving..our Neighbours as vir ſelves. 

The Chriſtian Wor foip yas ally plain 'and'fimple 5, ftritable jo 
ſo. pure .a Doczine.'';Þh# Ceremonies of it !were-few and. 
ficant, as-the;admilſion6/it by a waſhins'with:W ater, Ind/Thi 
Memorial of our Saviour's. Death itv'\Bread and Wwe 4 The Mo” 

MiVcs in.it to perſwade ta-this . Puriry., were - ſtrong : "Thar God 
ſees us., and will Judge:us for alt our A&tions-:- That ve ſhall be 
for ever. happy. or, miſerble:}-as: weopaſs but Lives' here The 
Example ot our Saviour! Hife, and' rhe- grear* expreſſions of his 
Love in Dying. for. us, /'are: mighty Eng Engagemefits to 'Obey and 
Imitate him. The lain way of Exprellion uſed by our Saviour 
and his Appoſtles , ſhews there was no Artifice , where there tot 
ſo. much Simplicity. uſed: There were no Secrets kept onl) 
mong the Prieſts, but every thing was open to all Chriſt;ans: * he 
= pac dhe of Holineſs are not entirely-put-over to another State , 
but good men are ſpecially bleſt ew 4 1 peace in their Conſciences, 
oreat Joy in the Confidence they have of the Love of God, and 
of ſefing Him for ever : And. often a ſignal Courſe of Bleſſings 
follows them in their whole Lives : Bur if at other 'times "Cala: 

mitics fell on them, theſe. were ſo much mitigated by 'the Pari: 
ence they were taught, and the inward Aſiſtanices}; with which 
they. were furniſhed ,: that even thoſe Crofles Were conyerted to 
Bleſſings., . 

I + 0 he would. lay: all cheſs: chris rogether 4nd! FAY 
what. he, could except to them., to:make: him -rhink this ' wis 4 
Conrivance. . Intereſt appears in-all Humane contrivances : Our 
Saviour plainly had none; He avoided Applauſe, withdrew Him: 
{et from, the Offers of a: Crown-:::He ſubmitred ro-Poverty' ant 
Reproache, .and much Contraditon-inihis-Life ; and'to/a' fry: 
Wn ;minious and-painſul Death:-:;;His:Appoltles had note neithet, 

xy, did not-pretend{ ejther to: Powey'or: Wealth; Bur'delivered 

2 TON that-muſt needs, cnn themafrhey-ever made ſuch 
uſe of i it : They declared Fair £ « Commiſſowfullpaichou reſerves 


call 


under them in that. Point, ſet out ro them. what :they.,p:caleds 


.4.,;”* of Jobn Earl of Rockeſter. 37 
rill-other| Wes: They : Recorded; their own Weakneſs; Some 
of .them:wrought with their' own hands ; and when they received 
the Charities of their Converts; it was. not ſo much! to: apply, 
their own Neceſſities , as to diſtribute to others: They knew-they 
were to ſuffer much for giving their Teſtimonies, to what they 
had ſeen and heard : In which ſo many in a thing;:ſo viſible, as 
Chriſt's RefurreCtion and Aſcenſion ; and the Eon of ,the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt which He had promiſed , could not be-deccived;: And 
they gave ſuch publick Confirmations of it by the Wonders they, 
themſelves wrought ,' that great multitudes were converted: tot 
Doctrine , which , beſides the oppoſition it gave - to-Luft; and 
Paſſion , was born down and Perſecuted for 300: years : ant yet 


its force was ſuch, that it not only weathered out all thoſe Storms, 


bur even grew and ſpread vaſtly under them. Pliny about three- 
ſcore years after, found their Numbers great and their Lives 


Innocent: and even Lucian amidſt all his Raillery , gives aihigh 


Teſtimony-to their Charity and Contempr of Life, and the other 
Virtues of the Chriſtians; which is likewiſe more thartonee: done 
by Malice it ſelte , F/za» the Apoſtate. tc ht 

If a man will lay all this in one ballance ; and compare with 
it the feiy . Exceptions brought to it. he will ſoon find hayy ſtrong 
the one , and how ſlight the other are.. - Therefore. it;wvas;awim: 
proper way, to begin ar; ſome Cavils-'abour. ſome: Paſlſaggs in 
the New Teſtament, or the' 0/4, and from thence toi prepoſlets 
one's Mind againſt the whole. The: right method had been firſt 
ro con(ider the whole matter, and from ſo general- a-yiex $9! &gr 
1cend to: more; particu/ar;Enquiries:, Whereas they fuffere- thies 
Minds to be toreſftalied with:Prezudices ; 1o thatithey-never exar 
mined the matter imparrtially, FU Oft. £100 

To the greateſt part. ofthis : he ſeemed to aſlcnt-; only- he 
excepted to. the. belief, of Myſteries in the Chriſtian Belvgion:; 


which he thought;no man could do, fince it.is not in.a mans pow 
£x to. believe ,that which he cantior; comprehend ;. and qt; which 
He can; haye no Notion. \/Ihe:believing Myſteries ; che iatd , made 


way tor all; the Juglings of Priefts, for. they: getting 'the-peopie 


and 
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andpiving/ita-hard Name; and-calling it a*Myer9-;''The people 
were'tamed; and caſily believed ir;-'- The reſtraining a man from 
theſe of Women , except. one in the-way of Mariage., and de- 
- fiying'/the- remedy of Divorce , he thought unreaſonable Impoſlt- 
&8'on the freedom of Mankind : And the buſineſs of the Clergy, 
afid-their Maintenance , with the belief of ſome-. Authority and 
Power eonveyedm their Orders , lookt , as he thought ; like a 
piece of Contrivance: And why, faid he, muſt a man'tell me, 1 
Satitot bei faved ; unleſs I believe things againſt my Reaſon, and 
then that I maiſt-pay him for telling me of them > Theſe were all 
the- Exceptions Which at any time I heard from: him to Chriſtzanz- 
by.” To Which I made theſe anſwers. - 4126 ; 4 
For Myſteries it is plain there (is inevery thing fomewhar tliat 
i5-unaccountable. How Animals. or Men are formed in. their 
Mothers - bellies , how Sceds grow in the Earth, how the Soul 
divells in the Body ; and as ahd+ moves:it; How -we retain the 
Figures' of ſo many: words'or things in our Memoerios, and how 
Wwegdraw :rheni our'fo cafily and -orderly in out Thoughts: or 
Diſcourſes 2 How Sight and' Hearing were fo quick and diſtin, 
how We move, and how Bodics were compounded and united? 
Thele things'if we follow them into all the Difficulties , that we 
may raife about them , will: appear every whit as unaccountable 
as any' Myſtery of Religion : And a blind or deat man would 
fmadge Sight or Hearing as incredible}, as any Myſtery may be 
udged by us: For our Reaſon is not equal to them. In theſame 
rank , different degrees of Age or Capacity raiſe ſome far above 
others : So that Children cannot fathome the Learning, nor weak 
perſons the. Councels of more illuminated Minds : Thertore ir 
was no wonder if we could not underſtand the' Divine Eſſence , 
We cannot imagine how two ſuch different Natures as a Soul 
and a Body ſhould ſo unite together, and be murually affected with 
one anothers Concerns, and-how the Soul has -one Principle of 
Reaſon, by which it afts Intelleftually:, and another of: lite by 
Which ir joyns to the Body 'and aQts Vitally;"two Principles fo 
widely differing both -in their Nature and Operation, and yet 
united 1n..-one and the fame Perſon. - There might be as —_ 
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hard Arguments- hroughr: againſt the ' pofſibilivy of theſtrhinps,. 
which yer eyery ging tp be true; from. Speculative- "Noth 
ons , as againſt the Myſteries mentioned inthe” Sctiprares. © As 
thar of the Trinity ,That in one Eſſence there are three differett 
Principles of Operation, which, for want: of 'Ferms fit. 20; 
preſs them by , 'We call Perſons ; and- are calted in Sctiprurt We 
Father Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 'and that the Second'bt theſt/did 
unite Himſelf in a moſt intimate niznner -wirh thenHumans Nt 
ture of Jeſus Chrift : And that the Sufferings:he' underwent, 'wert 
accepted of God as a Sacrifice for our Sins; Who'therupen-conh- 
ferred on Him a Power of granting- Eternal Life ro all-thatiſubt 
mit to- the Terms! on which He -offers-iz 5 And that the/nia 
ter 'of which our Bodics once conſifted.;; which may be as hfiſy: 
called the Bodies we laid down at our Deaths, as thefe cariibe 
ſaid to be the Bodies which we formerly lived in, being ircfiged: 
and made more ſpiritual, ſhall be: reunited ro onr-Souls ,v and Hes 
come a fit:Inftrument: for” them'/ in-a more perfe&t Eftare'?!-AhiÞ 
that God inwardly: bends'and: moves:ourW [is ; by ſucly TrnipeedÞ 
ons, as he can make :on our Bodies and Minds. 53 1” 

"Theſe, whichare the chief Myſtcries of our Religion, !:avginei- 
ther 'ſo-unrcaſonable, that any other Objection lies againſtithem! 
but this, that they agree not with our Common.!Nortiwns, tort 
ſo unaccountable thati' ſomewhat like 'them, -cannor-be:altiniteed] 
in other things, which are believed really ro be; though. the: 
manner of them cannot be apprehended: So this qught not-to> 
be any juſt Objection: to'tlie- ſubmiſſion of-our'Reaſon 'to:wine 
we cannot ſo well. conceive, 'provided our” belict of iti be.. wel 
grounded. There have been too many Niceties brought-:int 
indeed, rather to'darken'then explain: theſe: ''They have 'betn 
detended by weak Arguments, . and illuſtrated by: Stmilies not? at-" 


ways ſo very apt and pertinent. And new. fubtilties haye "been: - 


added, which have rather perplexed than cleared them: Alt-rhis:. 
cannot be denied; ithe Oppolition of-Zeretichs anciently;, occadi-.! 
oned) top; much Curioſity among ithe. Fathers: Which the $togk> 
men have wonderfully advanced of late: times. Bur if Myſlbries: 
were received, rather in the ſunplicity in which they are delive- 

x red. 
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red:jc:the Sariptures; 'than according to' the-: deſeantings of fan: 
ahimeriuponthem; they would not appear: mueh- more cinete- 
cible ;-than;forne- ofthe common Objects of ſenſe and- percepti- 
On:: - And-it 'is a:needleſs fear that if ſome Myſteries are acknow- 
ledged,: which) are plainly -mentioned in the New Teſtament, it 
wit] then be 1 the 4 POWELL of the Prieſts to add more at their 
pleafure.; :Forit-is'an abſurd: Inference from\aur _ bound to 
aſſent: to. ſolne- "Truths -about rhe Divine Eſſence, of which the 
manneris not underſtood, 'to argue that therefore; in an Object 
preſented duly to our Senſes, ſuch as ' Bread and Wine, -We 
ſhould; be. bound to..believe- againſt their Teſtimony, that it is 
not -what our Senſes perecived-itito'- be but; the: whole F!e/b and 
Blood '9f Chrift; an;entire Body. being in- every Crumb and drop 
of it, -; It is not indeed in a mans power to believe thus againſt his 
Senſe.-and; Reaſon, where the. Objett. is. proportioned to thern, 
and! | fly, applied, and the Orgarls! are under no indiſpoſition_or 
diferder. :;;.1t, is' certain that moi Myſtery . is. to be 'admitted, but 
from-;nery clear/and expreſs: Authorities upon ;Scripture, which 
could not reaſonably be underſtood in any other ſenſe, And 
though: a -man cannot form an explicite Notion of a Myſtery, 
far: then it would be no longer a- Myſtery , yet in.-general- he 
may .believe a-thing..ro be, though he cannot. give hinlelt. a 
particular account of the. way: of it;-on rather .though he cannot 
Anſwer ſome ObjeTtions © which lie againſt. it. We -know | We 
believe. many ſvch in Humane matters, which are more within 
our'reach : and it is very unreaſonable to fay, We may not do 
_ Divine things,” which -are- much more above our Apprehen- 
jJAans, :: P© 4310511 [ +3) | | *vf fi 

:For the ſeverc Reſtraint. of the uſe of Women, it is hard to de- 
ny:that Priviledge to. Jeſus:Chriſt as a Law-Giver, to lay ſuch Re- 
ſtraints, as all inferiour Legiſlators do, who when. they find che 
Liberties their Subjects . rtake,, prove hurtful to them, ſet ſuch 
Limits, and-make ſuch Regulatons, as they judge neceſſary and 
expedient: It cannor bead but the Reſtraint of: Appetite . is 
neceflary in ſome Inſtances :. and if it ;s neceſſary in theſe, pethaps 
other>Reſtraints are no leſs neceſſary, to fortific and ſecure theſe. 
, For 
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For if. it-;be acknowledged that Men -.have a: property itt their 
Wivecs,.and Daughters, ſo that to :defile the one; -or corrupt the 
other, is an injuſt and injurious thing; It is certain, that except 
a man carefully governs his Appetites,he will break through theſe 
Reſtraints: and therefore [our :Saviour knowing that nothing 
could ſo-efteCtually- deliver the. World from the miſchict of .unre- 
ſtrained Appetite, as ſuch a'Confinement, might very reaſonably 
enjoyn it. And in all fuch Caſes We are to ballance the Incon- 
venicnces on both hands, and where we find they are heavieſt, 
We are to acknowledge the Equity of the Law. On the one 
hand there is no prejudice, but the reſtraint of Appetite ;.On 
the other, are the miſchiets of being given up to pleaſure, of 
running inordinately into it, of breaking the quiet of ' our own 
Family at home, and of others abroad : the ingaging into much 
Paſſion ,. the doing many falſe and impious things to compaſs 
what is deſired, the Waſt of mens Eſtates, time, and health. 
Now let any man judge, Whether the prejudices on this fide, 
are not greater, than that ſingle one of the other ſide, of being 
denied ſome pleaſure: For Polygamy, it is but reaſonable :{ince 
Women are. equally concern'd in the; Laws of Marriage, that they 
ſhould be conſidered as well as men : But in a State of Polygamy 
they are. under great-miſery and jealoufie , and are indeed barba- 
rouſlyuted. Man being allo of a fociable Nature, - Friendſhip and 
Converſe were among the Primitiye Intendments of Mariage,'itt 
whichas far as the man may excel the Wite in greatneſs of Mind, 
and height of Knowledge , the Wite ſomeway makes that up 
with her Afﬀection and tender Care : So that from both happily 
mixed, there ariſes a Harmony , which is to vertuous Minds one 
of the greateſt joys of life : Bur all rhis is gone in a ſtate: of. Po- 
lygamy, which occaſions perpetual a and Jealouſies. And 
the Variety does bur engage men to a freer Range of pleaſure, 
which is not. to be put in the Ballance with the far greater Miſ- 
chiets that muſt follow the other courſe. So-that it is' plain, Our. 
Saviour conſidered the nature of man, what ir could bear, andwhat 
was fit tor it, when he fo reſtrained usin theſe our Liberties. And 
for Divorce, a power to break that Bond would too much encou- 
F rage 
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42 Some Paſſages of the Life and Death 
rage married perſonsin the little quarrellings that may riſe berween 
them ; if it were in their power to depart one from-another. For 
when they know that cannot be,and that they muſt live'anddieto- 
gether, it does naturally incline them to lay down their Reſentments, 
and to endeayour to live as well together as they can. So the Law 
of the Goſpel being a Law of Love, deſigned to engage Chri/tians 
to mutual love.; It was-fitthar all fuch proviſions ſhould be made; 
as might advance and maintain it: and all fuch Liberties be taken 
away, as are apt to enkindle or foment {lrife. This might tall in 
ſome inſtances to be uncaſic and hard enough, but Laws conſider 
what falls out moſt commonly, and cannot provide tor all particu- 
lar Caſes. The.beſt Laws are in ſome inſtances very great grievan- 
ces. But the Advantages being ballanced with the Inconvenicnces, 
Meaſures are to be taken accordingly. Upon this whole matter I 
ſaid, That pleaſure ſtood in oppoſition to other Conſiderations of 
great Weight, and fo the decifion was eafie. And ſince our Saviour 
offers us 1o- great Rewards, It is but reaſonable He have a Privi- 
ledge' of loading theſe Promiſes with ſuch conditions, as are not 
in themſelves grateful to our natural Inclinations : For all that 
propoſe high Rewards, have thereby a right to exact difficulr per- 
formances. x = 
To this he ſaid, We are ſure the terms are difficult, bur are not 
ſo ſure of the Rewards. Upon this I told him, That we have the 
ſame aſſurance of the Rewards, that we have of the other parts of 
Chriſtian Religion. We have the Promiſes of God made to us by 
Chriſt, confirmed by many Miracles: We have the Earneſts of 
theſe, in the quiet and peace which follows a good Conſcience: 
and in the Reſurreftionof Him from the dead, who hath promiſed 
to raiſe usup. So that the Reward is ſufficiently affuredtous: And 
there is no reaſon it ſhould be given to us, betore the Conditions 
are performed, on which the Promiſes are made. Ir is but reaſona- 
ble that we ſhould truſt God, and do our Duty, 7» hypes of that 
eternal Life, which God who cannot lie, hath promiſed. The difficul- 
ties are not ſo great, as thoſe which ſometimes the commoneſt 
concerns of Lite bring upon us : The learning ſome Trades or - 
Sciences, the governing our Health and Afairs, bring us often un- 
der 
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det -as/preat ſtraights. So thatit-oupht to be no juſt prejudice, that 
there'are ſome things in Religion that are uneafie, fince this is ra- 
ther the cfte&t of our corrupt natures, which are farther deprav'd by 
vitious habits, and can hardly turn to any new courſe of life, with- 
out ſome pain, than of che'Dittatos of Chri/tzanity, which are in 
themſelves juſt and reaſonable, and will be, eafie ro us when re- 
new'd, and in a good meaſure reſtor'd to our Primitive Integrity. 

As tor the Exceptions he had to the Maintenance of the Clergy, 
and the Authority ro which they pretended ; if they ſtretched 
their Defigns too tar, The Goſpel-did plainly reprove them for it : 
So that it was very ſuitable to that Church, which was ſo grofly 


faulty this way, to take the Scriptures out of the hands of the peo- 


ple, ſince they.-do ſo manifeſtly diſclaim all ſuch praQtices. The 
Prieſts of the true Chriſtian Religion have no ſecrets among them, 
which the World muft not know, but are only an Order of Men 
dedicated to God, to attend on Sacred things, who ought to be ho- 
ly in a more peculiar manner, ſince they are to handle the things of 
God. Ir was neceſfary that ſuch perſons ſhould have a due Eſteem 
paid them, and a fir Maintenance appointed for them : That'fo 
they might be:preſerved from the Contempr that follows Poverty, 
and the DiſtraCtions which the providing againſt ir might other- 
ways involve themin : Andas in the Order ofthe World, it was ne- 
ceſlary for the ſupport of Magiftracy and Government, and for 

preſerving its eſteem, that ſome ſtate be uſed (though itis'4 hap- 
pineſs when Great Men have Philoſophical Minds, to defpife the 
Pageantry of it.) So the plentiful ſupply of the Clergy, if well 
uſed and applied by them, will certainly turn to the advantage of 
Religion. ' And ut ſome men either through Ambition or Covetouſl: 
neſs uled indirect means, or fervile Compliances to aſpire to fuch 
Dignities, and being poſſeſſed of them, applied their Wealth either 
ro Luxury or vain Pomp, or made great Fortunes out of it for 


their Families ; theſe were perſonal failings in which the Doctrine 


of Chriſt was nor-concerned: 

He upon that told me plainly, There was nothing that gave 
him, and many others, a-more ſecret encouragement in their ill 
ways, than that thoſe who pretended tobclieye, lived fo that they 
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4+ Some Paſſages of the Life and Death 
could not be thought to be in carneſt, when they ſaid it: For he 
was ſure Religion was either a meer Contrivance, or. the moſt im- 
portant thins that could be: So that if he once believed, he would 
ſet himſelf in great earneſt to live ſuitably to it. The aſpirings 
that he had obſerved at Court, of ſome of the Clergy, with the 
ſervile ways they took to attain to Preferment, and the Animoſ!- 
tics among thoſe of ſeveral Parties, about trifles, made him often 
think they ſuſpected the things were not true, which in their Ser- 
mons and Diſcourſes they ſo carneſtly recommended. Ot-this he 
had gathered many Inſtances; I knew ſome of them were Mi- 
ſtakes and Calumnies; Yet I could not deny bur ſomerhing of 
them might be too true : And I publiſh this the more treely, to pur 
all that pretend to Religion, chiefly thoſe that are dedicated to 
holy FunCtions, in mind of the great Obligation thar lies on them 
to live ſuitably to their Profeſſion : Since otherwiſe a great deal 
of the Irrcligion and Atheiſm rhat is among us, may too juſtly be 
charged on them: for wicked men are delighted our of meaſure 
when they diſcover ill things inthem,and conclude trom thence nor 
only that they arc Hypocrites, but that Religjon it ſeit is a chear. 
Bur I faid to him upon this Head, that though no good man 
could continue in the praCtice of any known fin, yer ſuch might, 
by the violence or ſurpriſe of a Temptation, to which they are lj- 
able as much as others, be of a ſudden overcome to do an ill thing, 
ro their. great prict all their life after. And then it was-a very in- 
juſt Inference, Upon ſome tew failings, to conciude that fuch men 
do not believe themſelves. But how bad ſoever many are, it can- 
not be denied bur there are alſo many both of the Clergy. and 
Laity, who give great and' real Demonſtrations of 'the power Re- 
ligion has over them ; in their Contempt of the World, theſtrict- 
neſs of their Lives, their readineſs to forgive Injuries, to relieve 
the Poor, and to do good on all Occaſions: and yet even theſe 
may. have their failings, cither in ſuch things wherein their Con- 
{tirutions are weak, or their Temptations ſtrong, and fuddain:: 


And in all ſuch cafes We are to judge of men,rather by the courſe 
of rheir Lives, than by the Errors,that they through infirmity or 


{urprize may have liprt into. 


Theſe 


nos ERS Roos econ: am. fe 


{ -”. . "bf John Earl -of Rocheſter, <> 45: 
_ Theſe! were: the-chief Heads-we :diſcourſetÞory; atid* a8far as/T 
can remember, have faithfully-repeated- theſubſtafice of owwAt- 
ments : T haye'nor concealed the-ſtronpeft things he ſaid to me, 
Far though have not enlarged on all the Excurſions of his Wit ins 
ſerting them off, YetiI;have given them their full Virength; ' as he 
expreſſed them; and as far as I could:recolle&; have uſedÞhis ow 
words : So thatT am afraid ſome may cenfure-me. for _ down 
theſe things ſo largely, which Impious Men may make an ill uſe of, 
and-gather togerhet to encourage and defend .themſelves in their 
Vices:. But if they will compare them/with the Anſwersimade*to 
them, and the ſenſe that ſo great and refined a Wit had of them 
afterwards, I hope they may through the bleſſing of God be nor 
altogether ineffeCtual. IFTTR 
The iſſue of. all our Diſcourſes was this, He told me; He faw 
Vice and. Impiety:were as contrary 'to Humine Society, as:Wilgl 
Beaſts let looſe.would be;-and therefore. hes firmly reſolved to 
change the whole method of his Lite::to become {trictly juſt and 
true, ta be Chaſt and Temperate; to forbear Swearing and Irreligi- 
ous Diſcourſe,to Worſhip and Pray. to his Maker And thatthough 
he was notarrived-at a fullperfivaſion.of Chriſtianity, ticwould ne- 
xer employ his Wit moretoTun it down,-or. to corrupt dthers, + ? 
Of which I have {ſince a further aflurance; troma Perſon'of Qua: 
lity; who converſed much -. with him, che Jaſt:year of. his life; 'to 
whom he would. often fiy;:iThat'he washappy;t heidid: believe; 
and that he-would nevycr endeavour ta:draw hinrfromit © 
To all. this I Anfwerea, "That a Vertnous' Life would be very 
uncaſic to. him, unleſs Vicious Inclinations were removed:-It would 
otherwiſe be.a; perpetual conſtraint :Nor-couldi be efteted with- 
out an unyard:Principle to/change him: and that: was: only” to be 
had by applying himſelf roGod-tor:it infrequent-and carneftPray- 
crs: And I was ſure it his Mind-were-once cleared of theſe Diſor- 
ders, and. curec of thoſe Diſtcmpers;; which 'Vice»broupht on. 
it, ſo great an. Underſtanding. would -ſoan.fee!through all. thoſe 
flights of Wit, that: do:\tced;: Atheiſmrandecdreligion:: which 
have a falſe g'iittering in them, that . dazles ſ@me weak: 'fight- 
ed Minds, who have nor. capacityicnough to penetrate further 
| than: 


pore ” SY iu > DAOIEDFIETIIOTI OO in ATT 


46 Some Paſſages.ofatbe.Lfe aud; Death 
than-che;; Sifacemds; thinks): aud fothey fickiin:heſeiToyls, 
which: the fxangthptdus Mind;worild'ſbon breakithorough,” it iv 
were. once; {rted-frbm thoſe things that deprefſed and darkened 
© 277 i 10 gn0haL 903 hy hy Loo fl 3941. + [144 00:5ft | 
_ As; this pabhidyanichen erent frocilDGodoa; aboutthe be: 
ginningiot-dpril'd He'lbad:not bctn long in the Country when 
he thoughthe:was fo. well, that: being to go to this Eftate in S9- 
merſetſhire he rode thither Poſt. This heat and violent motion did 
{o inflame an Ulcer, ithat; was:n his Bladder, that it raiſed a ver 
at,pain-in thoſe parts: Yethe withmuch difficulty came. back 
by Goach-ab-ghe I odge at Wordfock-Park. He was then wounded 
both in Body and Mind: He underſtood Phyſick and his own 
Conſtitution and Diſtemper ſo well, that he concluded he could 
hardly recover :; Fot the Ulcer broke; and vaſt quantities of puru- 
I6hnt-matter paſt with-Ivs 'Urine. But now the hand of God touch- 
ed him, and asche tald-me; It was not:only a general dark Melan- 
choly over his Mind, ſuch as he had formerly telt; but a moſt pe- 
netrating cutting Sorrow. So that though in his Body he fuftered 
gextream pain,” for.. foe: weeks;-: Yer:the ' Agonies of his\Mind 
lomietimes ſwallowed up the ſente.of what he:felt in hisBody. He 
told me; and gave it me.-iw charge, to tell it to one for whom he 
was much concern'd, that though:there were nothing to come at- 
cer this lite, Yet all the Pleaſures he had ever known in Sin, werc 
not worth; that torture:hezhad felt in his-Mind : : He conſidered he 
had not only neglefted:and diſhonoured, but had openly. defied 
_ his Maker, and had-drawn many others into the like Impicties : 
So that he looked on himſelf as one that was in great danger of 
' being damnid, ' Hethen ſet himſelf wholly to turn to God un- 
teignedly, and. to do all that was poſſible inthat little remainder of 
his life which was beforchim, to redeem thoſe great portions of it, 
that he had formerly ſo-ill employed. The Miniſter that attended 
conſtantly on him, was that good and worthy man Mr. Parſons, 
his Mothers Chaplain, :who hath ſince his death Preached, accord- 
ing'to the:direQtions he received from him, his Funeral Sermon: in 
whichthere are-ſo many remarkable Paſſages, that I ſhall reter my 
Reader to them, and will zepeat none of them here, that I may 


nor 


© Of John|Gatt of Rocheſler,. "2 47 
not thereby leſſen his deſire to edifie himſelf by that excellent | 
Difcourfe, which has giver fo-great-antfopencrat a farisfiction to | 
all good and judicious Reagers. Tfſhall ſpeak curſorily of every 


- 


ching, but that which 1 had-imimediateRs om himſelf: He was 
viſited every weary; hisghckneds.. by his Dzageſan, that truly 
Primitive Prelate, the Lord Biſhop of Oxford; who though he 
lived ſix miles from him, yetlooked on this as ſq important a piece 
of his Paſtoral Care, that he went often to him; and treated him 
with that decent plainneſs and freedom. which is ſo natural to 
him; and took care alſo that he might not on terms more eafie 
than ſafe, be ar peace with himſelf, * Dr. MarjÞa/ the Learned and 
Worthy Reftor of Lincoln-Colledge in Oxford; being the Miniſter 
of the Pariſh, was alſo trequently with him: and by theſe helps he 
was fo directed and ſupported, that hc might not on the.one hand ' 
fatisfie himſelf with too ſuperficial a Repentance, nor on the other '1 
hand be our of meaſure oppreſſed with'a ſorrow withour hope. As vn 
ſoon as I heard he was ill, but yer in ſuch a condition thatI might Wi 
write to him, I wrote a Letter to the beſt purpoſe I conld. Heor- = 
dered one that was then with him, to, aſſure me.it was very wel- 
come to him : but not ſatisfied with that, he ſent me an Anſwer, 
which, as the Counteſs of Rocheſter his Mother told me; he dita- 
red every word, and then ſigned it. Þ was once unwilline ro have Ri || 
publiſh'd it, becauſe of. a Complemenrinis t myſelf, fanabove:ray © | 
merit, and not very well ſuiting with his Condition. i PETE 8 ith 
Bur the ſenſe he expreſſes in it of the Change then wrought on. 
him, hath upon ſecond thoughts preyaild with me to publiſh' it, 
leaving out what concerns ny ſelf 7 
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"My moſt Honokr 1 Dr. Burnett, | | \ 
Y Spirits and Body FRY PF equally together , that 1 
* Shall write You a Letter as weak as 1 am m perſon, 1 BE 
beoin to value Ghurch-men above all men in the World, &c. 1 f {6 
God be yet pleaſed to ſpare me longer m this World, 1 hope i ; 
your Converſation to be exalted to that degree of Piety, that 1 
the World may ſee how much 1 abhor what I ſo long loved, nd | a 
how much 1 glory in Repentance, and m Gods Service. : Be- : 
| ſtow your Prayers upon me, that God would ſpare me (if it 2 
1 be his good Will ) to Shew a true Repentance and Amendment n 
| of life for the time to come : Or elſe if the Lord pleaſeth to N 
Wl put an end to my worldly being now, that He would mercifully r 
fl! accept of my Death-Bed Repentance, and perform that Pro- % 
miſe that He hath been pleaſed to make, That at what F 
time ſoever a Sinner doth Repent, He would re- CC 
ceive him. Put np theſe Prayers, moſt dear Doctor, to Al- re 
mighty God for your moſt Obedient and Languishing Servant. PY 
Rocheſter, 


3 'ÞfJohv1QartidFRechellts.”.; any 4y! W 
/H6abklime whan Fifar HinaziThar hel heb I Comets? E 
him: upon! that generkl-Infimation-of: tho elite; he thad:wf my 
Company; and he.was loth £9 write:qnore: plainly.= not knowing. | 
whether I could: calthy ſpare ſo tnuch-1ime.-'1 rold kim, That on | 
the odd lad Dlgokedad Khor n'td>womeido farj/ 
when- he was {in:ſuch, excelltatrhands;rand-rlidughy perhaps the: 
freedom formerly between us; mightihave excuſed! it with thofe to - 
whom it. was known ; yet it mighs: have: the appearance of fo 
much:Vanity;: 0 ſuch as ans ns to ito that till.I re- 
ceived his Letter, I did not think «;c6nvtnient to come to; him: 
And: then: tior hearing: that there-was'any danger of ſudden 
change, I delayed going to. him-till -the Twentieth of Faly. At- 
my coming to his Houſe an accident fell out not worth mention- 
ing,'burt that ſome have made a.ſtory:of-it. . His;Servarit bang a 
Frenchman carried up. my Name; wrong, fo that he miſtoak\ir tor:: 
another, who had ſent to him, that!ht would;jundertake his Cure; -) 
and he being refolved not to meddle:with him,-did not. care to ſee 
him : This miſtake laſted ſome hours, with: whislhI was.whe bet-, 
ter contented, becauſe-he was not. then«infuch a;condirion;; 'thar : 
my being about him'could have been:of -any uſe:to-him-: for: that! 
Night was like to have been his laſt. . He. had a-Gorvnljion-Fir, and. 
raved ; but Opiates being given him, after ſome houts reft, his.ra- 
ving left hirn ſo entirely, that tit — In returned. to.him, |. 

I cannot cafily.expreſs the-'T e'Wasin, when;he awoke: 
and ſaw me by:him:: He. tos 4 in-the tendereſt Expreſſions 
concerning my kindneſs. in coming fo-far to fee ſuch 4 One, uſing 
terms of ' great abhorrence. [.kamſelh which 1 forbear: to 
relate. 'He'told mes his-fitengeh ferved.hinvac ſeveral ſaatches, 
for he was then ſoſlow;thar-he evuldnortyHialdup diſcourſe long at 
once,” what ſenſe he; had of his.paſtlife;. what: ſad apprehenſion 
tor having ſo. oftended. his Makeitand: diſhanoured:his/Redeemer: : 
What: Horrours he::h had pod net how-nauch his: Mind! 
was turned to.call-on.Gdd, andyent hixGruotfic(Saxionrtt Anh 
he hoped. he ſhould obtain Mercy $.dox be: beligged hethad, 
ly repented; and had nowua. ala -jn- his-Ming\ after.chat” -4 
iid he had been-in' for ſome\ ah He hat fireng Apprehen-: 
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ſions and Barbvafianrof lid adfittance to.Hedved {of iwhichhe 
ſpakc enbe-inod wifhour: fomienmacrdinaty Emotion! In was: in- 
deed the only time: hat hofpake with any great warmth'to' me : 
For bis! Spins; Were then low, and ſo' ewdens) that vhotigh thoſe 
about ding roldme; He hath exprefled formerly-prear fervour ii his: 
Devonipns:;; YieuNature-was fo much funk, rhar':theſe/ wete:in'a 
geoat. .nicafire fallen'off'+ Bur/he made me-prayi often” with him; 
and ſpoke of+'his-Converſion' to God as athing how grown ap in 
him to'aiſetled and. calm ſerenity, : He was very anxious to know 
my:\Opinionof a Death-Bed: Repgntance.” I told him; That before 
I gaverany Reſolution'in that/ir would be;convenient that ſhould: 
be/acquamred more'particularly' with the Circumſtances and: Pro- 
ts-of his Repentance) t tit 4 TEE 
+ Upori this /heeſatisfied: mein many parriculars. : He ſaid, Heiwas: 
now petſwatded both+of: the rrath:of :Chri/tianiry, and ofthe pow 
cr-ol. irwhrd Grace; of 'whicllie! gave me rhis ſtrange! account. 
Hedaid, Mr.'Parſovs-itt order to his' Convittion, read ro him the 
53-Chapter. of |the: Prophoſic of /faiab; .and:compared-that with 
thetHiſtory' of 'our [Saviour Paſſion, that he'i might: rhere fee a. 
Propheſic : concerning it; written many: Ages before- ir was done; 
which. the  Fews that 'blafphemed Jeſus Chriſt ſtill kept in their 
hands;: as a -Book-divinely-infpired. He ſaid ro:me3 hat as. be 
heard it #ead\ he)feltian tmward forte upou him; which did ſo\emighten 
his Mindy nnd'itoirvince him, That he:chuld\refſt it no longer: For the 
wores. ha{+an authority which did ſhoot Hike Rates: br- Beams in his 
Mintlt . Ss that he was not10uly convinced: bythe Reaſonings he had 
abduriit, which ſatisfied bisx@ugerſtanding, but" byuripomer. which: did: 
ſo:effecturlly conftrainthinigzhue bogtid aver afterras firmly btlieve. in: 
his Saviewr4\ay'if hps hldrermvieuode the Clouds Tt that made. it be 
read'fo'oftewtd: hit, rhav' he'' had. gov it by heart: and: went 
through-a' preat'parriof+ ivinPiſcourſe avith. me! with a: fort. of 
heavehlyrPleaſuro/pivinnneWerRefleftions:dnarc. Some few:l.re- 
nietriber, Vidkoibatbetreved owr\ Repbati? . Mera;he faidy:wasforetold 
the" Opp6ſirioh-tht-Guſpet\ was 10 meer: with from ſuch Wretches as he 
was. ' Fe hath us Form nor Comelineſs,' and when we: ſhall ſee tim, 
there -isub beauty that we! ſhowd: defire him. Onthis! he ſaid; The 
T7 a a, 


meanneſs 
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Hap) a ſid on\the\otherpatrech douwmwor welt remem:- 
— abd indeed'Þ was fo-xfetted with\whab lover theri ts me, 


that the general traniporrÞ was ander,cutingythe whole Diſcourſe, 
made-me' et ny ry to A tee Parris, as T with I 


had done. 'n 

He told me; Thar by had FP rodeived the Sactamein 
with great fatisfaction, and that was encreafed by the pleaſure he 
hbad-in his|Ladies receiving ut: witly tra © whe had been for: forme 
years miſled-into the Communion of rhe Church df Rove; afiÞ he 
himſelf had been nor a little Inſtrumenral in"procuring it, as he 
freely acknowledged. So that ir was one of rhe joytulleſt things 
that-befel him- in Tis. Sickneſs, that he had: ſeen tlew Miſelvief-re- 
mioved, in which he had fo great a/Hand'viatd- diifing lis-Whote 
Sickneſs, he expreſſed ifonmch renderneſs and tric 5 ro His 
Lady, that as it cafily defaced the remembrance of every / thing 
wherein he had been'in' fault formerly; ſoit drew from: her the 
mot paſſionate care-anditoneer ſor hifh-riut'whs poſſible® Which 
indeed" deſerves :4'hiphevrCharadtes thim is Hecent ro-fivecf'H 
Perſon yet alive. ButiT thaltieonfine my Diſcourſe to'theTIthd. | 
He told me, He had\overtoiie all:his Reſtartmenes*tOAlIThe 
World-;;So that he bove: Alt wall £0'n6' Parfoth; hot Hared4rty inp 
on: perſonal acconnts/1HeEhgd! given Ttric ſtats of ix Debts; ani] 
had: ofdered to'pay: thin all,A9far-a5 his Eſthte 'rhatWas for! fer- 
led, could 'g03 and was*eonfident” that if alli tliat was owing to 
him were paid to his-\Exccutors, my Creditors wouldbe- all fatif. 
fied. © He-ſaid; He-fornd his Mitd'now- pofſeffed with, another 
ſenſe of things, than ever he had formetly*- He Yi noe eepine 1 ut 
der all 'his-pain,and in-one of the ſharpeſt Fits he was/utider While 
[ was with him;' He faid, Z7# did ivillzngly ſubmit ; and' looking 
upito Heaven, aid; Godf's :boly-VVll B& Foy 1 blejo* Pim for al Fe 
does to me; Heiprofeſſed he whs ebnitentedcithed to dier' live;as 
ſhould pleaſe Got#i- And'thouph it-wha.a-fooltilv-rhing for a' njan 
ro pretend ro-cliodſe; Whether he-would-die-or liyes yetthe: wiſhed 
rather ro'die.- He knew he coule never be fo WH, that Ye ſhould 
110191 "Hh be 
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be,comfortable:to hike was confidenthe thould\ be happy:if 


he died, burke feared &heilived he. might Relapſe: And thenaid 
he to me, 7» what a dontrtionJhall 7 be; if I Relapſe after-alf this? 
But, he ſaid, he#ruſted:in:the:Grace and Gooduefs of i God, and was re: 
folved.ta avaidl all thoſe: Temptations, that Courſe: of - Life; and Com: 
pany, that was likely to Inſnare hints: and he defired to live.om no other 
account, but that he might by the change of his Manners ſome way 
take off the high Scandal his former Behaviour had given. All theſe 
things art ſeveral ' times I had+.from him, beſides ſome Meſſages 
which very well became a dying Penitent-to-fome of i his. former 
Friends, and' ai; Charge to oubliſh any thing concerning him, thar 
might be a means to reclaim others... Prayzng God, that. as his life 
bad done much hurt, ſo his death might do ſome good. 
..; Haying:underſtood all. theſe things: from him, and being preſſed 
to. giye,him.my Opinion plainly about his.:Erernal State ;' Ltold 
him, [That though the Promiſes: of the Goſpel did: all depend np: 
on a real change of - Heart: and Lite, as the indiſpenſable condition 
upon, Which they were made; and that it 'was ſcarce poſſible to 
know certainly. whether qur;Hearts-are changed; wilcls it appeared 
in our lives ; -and-the;Repentance.of moſt idying men, -beitg like 
the howlings, of condemned Priſoners for !Pardon, which flowed 
trom no. ſenſe of their 'Crimes, but-from the horrour-of approach- 
ing Death ;- here was lirtle reaſon to;encourage.any.to hope-much 
trom, ſuch Sorrowings: Yet; certainly:[if | the Mind» of a Sinner, 
even on a Death-Bed; be truly rehewed and turned to God, fa great 
!s His. Mercy, that He will receive him, even in that extremity. 
He ſaid, He was ſure his Mind jvas entirely turned, aud though For- 
rour had given him his firſf avaking, yet «i was uow grown up info 

# ſetled. Faith. and Copverſton:: © +! + ein 29.1008 
There is but one prejudice lies againſt all this, ro defeat the 
ood Ends of Divine Providence by it upon others,-as well as on 
mſclf.: and rhat is. that is, was apart of his Diſeaſe; and.that the 
lowneſs. of his Spixits made ſuch. an alteration in-him,; that he was 
not. What. he had formerly been :- and ;this:ſome. haye: carried ſo 
tar as to fay,, That he died; mad : [Theſe Reports are raiſed by 
thoſe who.,.are unwilling - that the laſt Thoughts or Words * a 
\ Perſon, 
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- :Perfon, every way ſo-extraordinary, ſhould have any eff6&t-el- 


ther :on: themſelves or: others: And it is to'be feard; rliariſgnte 
may have ſo far ſeared their. Conſciences; and: exceeded /the'tom- 
mon Meaſures of Sin and Infidelity, that-neither this. Teſtimony, 
nor one coming from [the Dead; would 'ſignifie much: rewards 
their. Conviction. Thar' this Lord was either mad-:or :{tupid;isA 
thing ſa notoriouſly aumtrue; that'it is: the greateft Impudence tot 
any that were about him to Report it ; and a very: unreaſonable 
Credulity in others to belieyc it. All the while I was with: him, 
after he had ſlept out the diſorders of the- Fir he was: in the(Arſt 
Night, he. was not. only without Ravings; .but-had a: clearneſsr.in 
his angy oy» in his Memory, in his refle&ions on Things and 
Perſons, far_beyond what I ever ſaw in a. Perſon fo. low. inihis 
fRirength. He was not able to: hold out long. in. Diſcourſe, for:his 
Spirits, failed : but once for half an:hour; and'often for! a:quarter 
of, an hour, after. he awakened, he. had a Vivacity. in his Diſcourſe: 
that was extraordinary, and. in all things like himſelf. He called 
often for his Children, his Son the now Earl 'of Roche/ter,'and: his 
three. Daughters, and {pake to: them with.a-ſenſe and, teehing that 
cannot be expreſkd, in Writing, ,He called me ' once 'to 60k: an- 
them all, and faid, Sec how Good God has been to- me, ingiving me 
fo many Bleſſings, and 1 have carried my ſelf to. Him like an iingxpci- 
ous-and unthankful. Dog, He once talked. a, great deal ragmng;ot 
Publick Afﬀeairs,-.and. of many, Perſpns and 05085,1 Ea; ThE 
ſame clearneſs. of , thought,,,and! expreſſion, that 'he, had exar 
one before. So that by. no ſign, hut his Weakneſs'of,,Body; 
ahd giving>oyer Diſcourle {o ſon, could 1. perceive a difiereneg 
between whar -his Parts, formerly were, and What they, vers 
then. 4; i hol wht to Shin 1d 59 It ; LIDO? 28 B110% 
; that wherein the preſence of his Mind appeared moſt, was 
in the; total change of an. ill habit gxown ſo much.upon him, .thar 
he could hardly -goycrn hingelf, when he was any ways heatcd,three 
Migutes withqur falling into-it 3 Imgapl Swearing. He had acknow;: 
ledged i91 me the former, Winter,.thathe abhorred it. as a.baſe and 
indecent thing, and had ſer himſelf, nauh.tq, break it off: but he.cons 
jelled thar he was fo over-power'd by thart ill Cuſtom, that he could. 
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| not fprak;warh Any waorth, without: repeated Oarhs; which, upon 
Any: ſort of): provecation, came/almoft naturally fromhinv: Burin 
hislaft' Remorſes this did fo. ſenſibly affett him, that by-a'rcfolute 
and, conſtant warchfulnefs,, the habit of it:was perfetly maſter'd ; 
So that upon the returns of pain whick- were very ſevere and tre- 
quent upon him;. the laft day L was -with:him; or 'upon ſuch dil- 
pleaſures as people ſick or in pain;arc'apt to take of” a: ſudden at 
thoſe about them; On all: theſe Occaſions he never ſwore an Oath 
all the while I was there. '' - + 3/1 | 


Once che-was offentded'with the-delay of one: that' he thought 
made not haſt enough, with ſomewhar he called for;and faid ita 
little heat, 7hat damn'd Fellow : Soon after I told hith, F'was glad 
ro find his Style ſo reformed; and that he had ſo: entirely overcome 
that.ill habit of' Swearing ; Only that word of calling any: damr'd, 
which had returned upon him; was not decene.”! His Amfwer was, 
Oh: that Language of Fiends:which was 'fo familiar to me, hangs yet 
about me : Sure none has deſerved more to be damned than T have 
gone. And after he had humbly asked God Pardon for it; he de- 
fixed 'me'to call the Perſon to him, that he might ask him forgive 
nels: Bur T rold/ hint that was needlcfs, for he had ſaid-it of 'one 
that did- nvt hear ir, and fo could nor be oftended' by it. | 
->In-this diſpoſition of Mind did he continue all the while I was 
with him, four days-together-; He was then brought ſb low-that 
AMH6Pe'of- Recovery was' gone. ' Much 'purulent 'nmidtter 'came 
fam him with his Urine;which he paſſed always witliffome pin; 
Butone day with unexpreſſible torment: Ver'he bore it decently, 
without breaking our into Repinings, or impatient Complaints. 
Pefimagined he had a Stone-in his Paſſage; But it being ſearched, 
none was found. The whole ſubſtance of his Body was draitfed 

by the Ulcer, and nothing was left bur Skin aid Bone ? and by ly- 

ing much on his Back, the parts thete began-to merrifie:. But he 
hail been formerly fo low; that he ſeemed as much-paſt all-hopes 
of life'as now; whieh' made Him ohe Morning after afull/and fivect 

Nights reſt procured by: Zaudimumn, given” hitywithout his Kiow- 

ledpe, to fancy it-was an-effort' 6f- Nature, and to begin to enter- 

rait ſotne hopes of Recovery: For-he ſaid, He felt-himfelf PR_ 

TT well, 
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well, and that he had nothing ailing him, but an extream weak- 
neſs, which might po-off imrtime* and then he entertained me with 
the Scheme he had laid down for the reſt of his life, how retired, 
how ſtrict, and'how {tudidus he intended te b& : But this was 
ſoon over, for he quickly felt that it was only the efte&t of a good 
ſleep, and that he was ſtill in a very deſperate ſtate. _ ; +53 

F thought to have Jeſt him oh! Frizay, biit not without ſome Paſl 
ſion, he def ired me to ſtay that day : there appeared no ſymptom: 
of preſent death ; and a Worthy Phyſitian, then with him, told. 
nie, That though he was ſo low that an accident might carry him 
away oft a ſuddait ; Yet without that, he thoughr he might live 
yer ſome Weeks. So on Saturday at Four of the Clock in the 
Morning I left him, being the 24th of Faly. Bur I durſt not take: 
leave of him; for he had expreſſed ſo great an unwillingneſs to. 
part with me the day before, that if I had not preſently yielded 
to one days ſtay, it was like to have given him ſome trouble, there- 
fore T thought it better to leave him without any Formality.-Some.- 
houts'after he asked for me, and whey it was told.him, I was gORC;;: 
lie ſeem'd to be troubled, and ſaid, Fas my Friend lefy me,..then-L: 


+ 


[ball die ſhortly. After that he ſpake but once or twice, tifl he dieg:: 


He lay much ſilent: Once they heard him praying very dcyoutly, 
And on Monday about "I'wo 6f the Clock in.the Morning, he died,: 
without'any Conou/on, or fo much as a groan. SE 
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....THE CONCLUSION. 


\'Hus he lived, and thus he died in the Three and Thirtieth 

A Year of his Age. Nature had fitted him for great things, and 

liis' Knowledge and Obſervation qualify'd him to have been one - 
of the molt extraordinary Men, not only of his Nation, bur of the 

Age he lived in; And I do verily believe, that if God had thought 

fit to have continued him longer in the World, he had been the 

Wonder and Delight of all that knew him. But: the infinitely 

Wiſe God knew better what was fit for him, and, what the Age 

deſerved. For men who have ſo caſt oft all ſenſe of God and Re- 
ligion, deſerve not fo ſignal a Bleſſing, as the Example and Con- 
viction which the reſt of his life might have given them. : And I 
am apt to think that the Divine Goodneſs took pity on him, and 
ſeeing the ſincerity of his Repentance, would try and venture hinz 
no more"in Circumſtances of Temptation, perhaps too hard for 
Humane Frailty. Now he is at reſt, and I am very confident en- 
joys the Fruits of his late, but ſincere Repentance. Bur fuch'as 
live, and ſtill go on in their Sins and Impicties, and will not be 
awakened neither by this, nor the other Allarms that are abour 
their Ears, arc, it ſeems, given up by God to a judicial Hardneſs 
and Impenitency. 

Here is a publick Inſtance of One who lived of their Side, but 
could not die of it : And though none of all our Libertines umn- 
derſtood better than he, the ſecrer Myſteries of Sin, had more 
ſtudied every thing that could fupport a man in it, and had more 
reſiſted all external means of Conviction than he had done ; Yer 
when the hand of God inwardly touched him, he could no longer 
rick. againſt thoſe Pricks, but humbled himſelf under that Mighty 
Hand, and as he uſed often to fay in his Prayers, Ze who had ſo 
often denied Him, found then no other Shelter, but his Mercies and 
Compaſſions. 
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TI have written this Account with all the retiderneſs and cauti- 
on I could uſe, and in whatſoever I may have failed, I have: beet 
ſtrict in. the truth of what I have related, remembritg; thav-of Fob; 
WI ye lie for God > Religion has Strength and Evidence enough 
in it ſelf, and needs no Support from Lies, and made Stories. I do 
not pretend to have given the formal words that he faid, though 
I have done that where I could remember them. But I have writ- 
ten:this with the ſame Sincerity, that I would have done, had'I 
known I had been to die immediately after I had finiſhed it. 1 did 
not take Notes of our Diſcourſes laſt Winter after we parted; fo 
I may: have perhaps inthe ſetting out of my Anſwers to him, have 
enlarged on ſeveral things both more fully and more regularly, 
than 1 could {ay them' in fuch free Diſcourſes'as we-had. I am not 
ſo fare of all I ſet down as faid by me, as I ami of all ſaid by him 
to me. -Bur-yet the ſubſtance of the greateſt part, even of that, 
s the lame. .: i 15 422 * Eh 5106 
"It remains that-I humbly and. earneſtly beſecch all” that fhall 
take this Book in their hands, that they: will conſider it entirely 
and:not wreſt ſome parts'to an ill intention. God, the Searcher of 
Hearts, knows with what Fidelity I have writ it : Bur #.any will 
drink up only the Poiſon that may be init, without taking alſo the 
Antidote here given to thoſe ill Principles ; or colder the 
ſenſe har this great Perſon- had' of them, when he reflected feris 
outfly on: 'them;' and will rather confirm themſelves in their il 
ways, by the Soruples and -ObjeCtions which I ſet down,- than be 
edificd:/ by: the other parts of it ;; As I wilt look on it as a great In- 
felicity, that-I- ſhould have-ſaid any” thing that may -ftrengthen 
thom-m'their Impictics ;:So the ſincerity .of my Intentions will, I 
doubr. nor; excule me at:his hands, to whom offer up this ſmall 
_- Flaveinow-performed, iithebeft manner I could;' what was 
icft'on/me'by this Noble Iotrd; twd have-done witly'the partiof 
aftiHaltorian.-.'T ſhallin:tho nex-place- tay ſoriewhar as'a Divine. 
S6:extracrdinary #'Fext docs almoſt force x Sermon, thoughtit'is 
Plain enough. it ſelf, fand ſpeaks with fo loud a Voice, that thofe 
who-are not awakened -by it, will perhaps conſider nothing that I 
93 can 
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can ok If our Libertines will become ſo far ſober as to examine 
their tormer Courſe of Life, with that diſingagement- and impar- 
tiality, which they muſt acknowledge a wiſe man onght'ito'uſe in. 
things of greateſt Conſequence, and ballance the Account of what 
they have pot by their Debaucheries, with the Miſchiefs they have 
brought on themſelves and others by them, they will ſoon fee what 
a mad Bargain they have made. Some Diverſion, Mirth; and Plea- 
furc is all they can promiſe . themſelves ; but to obtain'this, how 
many Evils arc they to ſuffer > how: have many waſted their 
ſtrength, brought many Diſeaſes on their Bodies, and precipitated: 
cheif Age in -the purſuit of thoſe things ?: and as they bring. old 
Age carly on themſelves, ſo it becomes a-miſerable ſtate of life to 
the greateſt part -of them. ; Gours;.Stranguries, and:other-Infirmi- 
ties, being ſevere Reckonings tor their paſt Follies ;! hot to men- 
tion the more loathſome Diſeaſes, with their no leſs loeathſome and 
troubleſome Curcs, which they muſt often go through,; who'ide- 
liver themſelves upto. forbidden Pleafure.: Many are disfigurd 
beſide; with the marks of their Intemperance' and Lewinels, and 
which is yet ſadder, an InfeCtion is derived-oftentimes on their In- 
nocent, but unhappy Iſſue, who being deſcended trom fo vitiated 
an Original, ſuffer for their Exceſſes. Their Fortunes are protuſely 
waſted, both. by their negleC&t of their Aﬀairs, they beivg ſo bu- 
ried in Vice, that they cannot employ cither rheir Time or Spi- 
rits, ſo much exhauſted by Intemperance, to conſider them ; and 
by that Prodigal Expence which their Luſts put them upon. [They 
ſuffer no leſs in their Credit, the chief mean to recover anithtangled 
Eſtate ; for that irregular Expence forceth them'ro ſo:many: mean 
ſhifts, makes them 5 often talſei\to all their Promiſesiand:Refolit- 
tions, that they muſt needs feel how- much they. have: loſt; 'that 
which a Gentleman, and Men of ingenuous tempers do ſometimes 
prefer eyen to lite it ſelf, their Honour, and Reputation. ,Nor do 
they ſuffer leſs in the Nobler powers of their Minds, which, .by a 
long courſe of ſuch diſſolute Practices, come to ſink and depene- 
rate ſo far, that not a few, whoſe firſt Bloſſoms gave the moſt pro- 
miſing Hopes, have ſo witherd, as to become incapable of great 
and generous Undertakings, and to be diſabled to every thing, but 
to 
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to, wallow-like Swine iri the filth 'of -Senſuality, their Spirits being 
diflipated; and their Minds ſo mimmed, as to be wholly unfit-for 
buſineſs, and even indiſpoſed to think: -; 

Thar this dear price ſhould be. paid for a little wild Mirth, or 
groſs and corporal Pleaſure, is a thing of ſuch imparalelled Folly, 
that if ; there, were not too many ſuch Inſtances before us, it might 
ſeem incredible. To all this we muſt add the Horrours: that their 
ill Actions raiſe in them, and the hard ſhifts they are put to to 
ſtave oft theſe, either by being perpetually drunk or mad, or by 
an habirual diſuſe of thinking and refleCting on their Actions, and 


(if theſe Arts will not perfectly quiet them) by taking Sanctuary 


in ſuch Atheiſtical Principles as may ar leaſt mitigate the ſowrnels 
of their thoughts, though they cannot abſolutely ſettle rheir 
Minds. 

If the ſtate of Mankind and Humane Societies are conſidered, 
what Niiſchiefs can be equal to thoſe which follow theſe Courſes. 
Such Perſons are a Plague where. ever they come, they can nci- 
ther be truſted nor beloved, having caſt off both Truth and Good- 
neſs, which procure Confidence and attra&t Love : they corrupt 
ſome by their ill PraCtices, and do irreparable Injuries to the reſt;; 
they run great Hazards, and put themſelves to much trouble, and 
all this to do what is in their power to make Damnation as ſure 
to themſelves as poſſibly they can. What Influence this has on the 
whole Nation is but too viſible ; How the Bonds of Nature, Wed- 
lock, and all other Relations are quite broken.  Vertue is thought 
an Antick Piece of Formality, and Religion the effe&t of Cowar:- 
diſe:,or Knavery : Theſe are the Men that would Reform the 
World, by bringing it under a new Syſtem of Intellectual and 
Moral Principles, but bate them a few bold and lewd Jeſts, what 
have they ever done, or deſigned to do, to make them be remem- 
bred, except it be with deteſtation > They are the Scorn of the 
preſent Age, and their Names. muſt rot in the. next. Here they 
have before, them an Inſtance-of one who was deeply corrupted 
with the. Contagion which he- firſt derived from Others, but un- 
happily heightened ic much. himſelf. He was a Maſter indeed, 
and ngt a bare-trifler with Wit, as ſome of theſe are who repeat, 
By: H 2 and 
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and that bur ſcurvily, what . they may have heard from him or 
ſome others, and with . Impadence and Laughter will face the 
World down, as if they were to teach it Wiſdom ; who, God 
knows, cannot follow one Thought a ſtep further than as they 
have conned it ; and take from them their borrow'd Wir and their 
mimical Humour, and they will preſently appear what they in- 

deed are, the leaſt and loweſt of Men. 
It they will, or if they can think a little, I wiſh they would cort- 
ſider that by their own Principles, they cannot be fure that Reli- 
gion is only a Contrivance, all that they pretend to is only to 
weaken ſome Arguments that are brought tor it : but they have 
not Brow enough to ſay, They can proye that their own Princt- 
ples are true. So that at moſt they bring their Cauſe no higher, 
than that ir is poſſible Religzon may not be true. But ſtill it is 
poſlible it may be true, and they have no ſhame lefr that will de- 
ay that it is alſo probable it may be true ; and if fo, then-what 
mad Men arc they who run ſo great a hazard for nothing? By 
their own Confeſſion it may be there is a God, a Judgment, and- a 
Life to come; and if fo, then He that believes theſe things, and 
lives according to them, as he enyoys a long courſe of: Health 
and quier- of Mind, an innocent reliſh of many true Pleaſures, 
and the Serenitics which Vertue raiſes in- him, with the good WHl 
and 'Friendſhip- which it procures him from others ; So when he 
dies, if theſe things prove Miſtakes, he does not out-live his Er- 
ror, nor ſhall it afterwards raiſe trouble or diſquiert in him if he 
then ceafes to be : Bur if theſe things be true, he ſhall be infinite- 
ly happy in that State, where his preſent fmall Services ſhall be 
ſo exceſſively rewarded. The Libertines on the other fide, as 
they know they muſt die, fo the thoughts of Death muſt be al- 
ways Melancholy to them, they can have no pleaſant view of 
that which yet they know cannot be very far from them : "The 
leaſt painful /deathey can have of it is, that it is an extinction 
and ceaſing to be, bur 'they arc not ſure eyen of that. 'Some {e- 
cret Whiſpers within make them, whether they will or not, trem- 
ble at the Apprehenſions of another State ; neither their 'Tinſel- 
Wit, nor ſuperficial Learning, nor their impotent Aſſaults pan 
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the weak ſide' as they think of Religion, nor the boldeſt Notibils 
of Impiety; will hold them up then. ' Of all which I now prefent 
ſo lively an Iuſtance, as perhaps Hiſtory can fcarce parallel. '' 

Here were parts fo exalted by Nature, and improved by Study; 
and yet fo corrupted and debaſed by Irreligion and Vice, that he 
who was made to be one of the Glories of his Age was become 
a Proverb, and if his Repentance had not interpoſed, would have 
been one of the greateſt Reproaches of it. He- knew well the 
ſmall ſtrength of that weak Cauſe, and at firſt deſpiſed,” but after: 
wards abhorred it. He felt the Miſchiets, and ſaw the madneſs of 
ir ; and therefore though he lived to the ſcaridal of matiy; he died 
as much to rhe Edification of all thoſe whoiſaw him ; and' becauſe 
they were but a ſmall number, he deſired that he might even 
when dead yet ſpeak. He was willing nothing ſhould be con- 
cealed that-might caſt Reproach on himſelf, and'on Sin, and offer 
up Glory to God and Religion. Sb that though he hvyed a hainous 
Sminer, yer'he died a moſt exemplary Penirent. ' 

[t woul4 be a vain and - ridiculous Inference; for any/ftom hence 
to draw Arguments about the abſtruſe Secrets of Predeſtination ; 
and to conclude that if they are of the number of the. Ele&, they 
may live as they will, and that Divine Grace will-at me time or 
other violently conſtrain them, and- irrefiſtaly work'upqn them. 
Bur as St. Paul was called to that Eminettr Service' for which he 
was appointed, in fo ſtupendious a manner,”4s is no warrant for 
others to expect ſuch a Vocation ; So if upon ſome ſignal Occa- 
ſons'fuch Converſions. fall out, which; how far they are ſhort of 
Miracles; F ſhall nor derermitge, it is for only-a Fain but a'pernici- 
ous Imagination, for any to go on im! their fl ways, upon a fond. 
Conceit and ExpeCtation that the like will befai them : For whart- 
ſocver Gods extraordinary deatngs with ſome may be, We are 
fure His common way of Working 'is by offeritis theſe things'tq 
our rational Faculties; which, by the affiftances of' His Grace, 'i 
we improve them all we can, ihall be certainly effe&tnal for our 
Reformation; and if we neglett or abuſe rheſe;*We pur our ſelves 
beyond the common Methods of God's Mercy, and have-no rea- 
fon to expect that Wonders ſhould be wroughr for. our Con- 


viction; 
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yiction; which 'though, they ſometimes happen,that ;they.-may 
give an efteQual 'Allarm for the awaking &f' others, yet it 
would deſtroy the whole deſign of Religion, it..men ſhould .de- 
pend upon or look 'for ſuch an extraordinary and forcible. Ope- 
ration' of God's Grace. -- "= 

.. And I hope :that thoſe who have, had ſome ſharp Reflections 
on their paſt Liſe, fo as to. be reſolved to forlake their ill Cour- 
ſes, will not take the leaſt encouragement to themſelves in that 
deſperate and unreaſonable Reſolution, of putting oft their Repen- 
tance till they.can ſin no longer, from the hopes I have expreſsd 
of - this Lords obtaining Mercy at the laſt; and trom thence pre- 
ſume that they alſo ſhall be received, when they turn to God on 
their Death-Beds : For what Mercy ſocyer God may ſhew to ſuch 
as really were never inwardly touched betore that time ; Yet 
there is no reaſon to think that thoſe who have dealt fo diſingenu- 
ouſly with God and their own- Souls, ' as deſignedly to pur oft 
their turning to Him, upon ſuch Conſiderations, ſhould be then 
accepted with Him. They may die ſuddenly, or by a Diſeaſe that 
may ſo diſorder their Underſtandings, that they ſhall not be in 
any capacity of RefleCting on their paſt Lives. The inward Con- 
verſion of -our Minds is not ſo in our power, that it can be et- 
iced without Divine Grace aſſiſting. . And there js, no reaſon for 
thoſe who have neple&ed theſe Afſiſtances all their Lives, to ex- 
pect. them in fo extraordinary manner at their Death. .Nor can 
one, eſpecially in a Sickneſs, that is quick and critical, be able to 
do.thoſe. things that are often indiſpenſably neceſſary to make his 
Repentance compleat : And even.in a longer Diſcaſe, in which 
there are larger Opportunities for theſe things; Yet there is great 
Reaſon to doubt of a Repentance begun and kept up meerly by 
Terrour, and not from any ingenuous Principle. In which, though 
I will not take on me to limit the Mercies of God, which are 
boundleſs; Yet this muſt be confeſſed, that to delay . Repen- 
tance, with fuch a deſign, is to put the greateſt Concernment 
we have upon the moſt dangerous and deſperate Iſſue that is 
poſlible. 


 Burthey thac will ſtill go on in their Sins, and be 1o pareigl to 
them, 
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them, as to uſe all endeavours to ſtrengthen themſelves in their 
evil Courſe, even by theſe very things which the Providence of 
God ſets before them, for the caſting down of theſe ſtrong holds 
of Sin: What is to be faid to ſuch : it is to be feared, that if the 
obſtinately perſiſt, they will by degrees come within that Curſe, 
He that is Unjuſt, let him be Unjuſt ſtill: and he that is Filthy, let 
him be Filthy ſtill. But if our Goſpel is hid, it is hid to them that 
are loſt, in whom the god of this World hath Blinded the Minds of 
them which believe not, leaſt the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of 


, Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


There was Publiſh'd the laſt Term, Rules for a Grand-Juror: Or;. 
Articles given in Charge to, and Enquired of by the Grand- 
Jury, In the General or Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace. By 


Sir Richard Bolton Knight, Chief Baron of His Majeſties Court 
of Exchequer, in Jreland. 


To be Sold by William Winter. 
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